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How far will
American evangelicals
follow secular cultural trends?
I was born in 1920.
During the years of my life, especially
in the past two decades, I have seen
dramatic and radical changes in American culture.
The most significant is doubtless the
women's movement, described by one
authority as the most far-reaching social
movement of the century, out-pacing
Communism in its worldwide effects.
Next, and to a considerable extent
arising out of the first, is a radical
change in the structure and function of
the family. Divorce and single parenting, wife and child abuse, a general lowering of the quality of family life are
signs of this change.
Third has been the new concern for
human rights. Blacks, Hispanics, and
other minorities, the handicapped and
disabled have benefited from legislative
and judicial actions.
Fourth on my list is television, that
bringer of the world into our living
room; that introducer of children to
adult, previously tabooed subjects, which
has thus created a generation of "hurried
children"; that leisure activity which
now seems almost to consume more
time than work, cutting down on family
life, voluntarism, and other competing
activities.
Fifth is the government's assumption
of responsibility for the elderly, the
widow and the orphan, the handicapped,
the poor, many of the sick.
Sixth is a sea of change in the moral

and ethical climate, at first evidenced in
a permissive society and later regularized by legislation of judicial decree.
Easy divorce, the acceptance of homosexuality, abortion, the beginnings of
infanticide, and euthanasia are some of
the results. Many of these changes have
been facilitated by new medical technology.
Seventh is an overwhelming materialism, defined by Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary as "a doctrine that the
only or the highest values or objectives
lie in material well-being and in the
f u r t h e r a n c e of material progress."
Money and things purchased by money
are at the forefront of personal desires.
Success is determined by material wealth.
The list of changes during my lifetime
is endless. I could mention society's personal obsession with health; we will
spend ourselves into bankruptcy for
three more years of watching TV.

I hasten to
reassure you that
I am thankful for
some of these
changes . . .

by Joseph Bayly
Another is our national obsession with
the security that can be purchased with
arms.
Having given my list, I hasten to reassure you that I am thankful for some of
these changes, which enable me to hold
my head higher as an American. The
change in women's status was long
overdue, although I feel that, like most
correctives, the movement has swung
too far. Equality of women with men is a
desirable goal; blurring and erasing
gender distinctives is not, in my opinion.
Changes, partial though they have been,
in minority and handicapped rights have
also been overdue.
I am thankful for advances in health
care. In the year I was born 699 women
out of every 100,000 who gave birth died
as a result of complications; in the latest
year of record 20 died—and this includes
minority race mothers, who still have a
higher death rate. Moreover, it is the
change in the importance assigned to
health that impresses me, as well as the
government's greatly increased involvement in health care provision and medical decisions.
In step with American culture
What has been the effect of these
changes on the evangelical Protestant
community which accepts the Bible's
prime authority?
I don't think any observer would dispute the fact that the evangelical Protestant subculture has been overrun by
2 Evangelical Visitor

the general American culture's values. If
divorce rates have risen in the general
culture, they have also risen among
evangelical Protestants. If abortion has
been accepted in the general culture,
objection to it has weakened in the
evangelical subculture. Evangelical Protestants follow a similar pattern of TV
viewing, of materialism, and other cultural changes.
Granted, there are exceptions, as in
the issues of racial equality and the
changed status of women. In these two
areas evangelical Protestants have fallen
behind the movement of the general culture, although the pattern of most of our
seminaries indicates that change will
come with the next generation.
Nevertheless, in terms of the overall
trend, why have evangelical Protestants
kept in such close step with American
culture?
For more than a century of our
national existence the Protestant church
and American culture were in general
agreement on values. Enforcement of
these values was by both church and
culture, meaning to a considerable extent
the state. The evangelical Protestant
churches depended on the culture for
enforcement of this shared morality.
The church's independent judgment was
suspended.
In the 20th century no cause, with the
exception of Prohibition, has been espoused by evangelical Protestants that
has involved moral protest against the
culture akin to protests against slavery
and child labor in the 19th century. Our
churches became social clubs and evangelistic preaching posts rather than radical countercultures.
Nonetheless, this Constantinian arrangement worked fairly well, even
though it wasn't exactly biblical. Then,
in the 1960s, 20 years of cultural conflict
with traditional (biblical) moral and ethical values began, which revealed the
evangelical Protestant church's dependence on the general culture for its guidelines.
In a parallel development church discipline lapsed.
When the Supreme Court declared
abortion legal in 1973, there was no outcry from evangelical Protestants—including evangelical Protestant physicians.
We had been accustomed to accept the
government's moral judgments uncritically as God's will and, therefore, to be
obeyed. Some protesting movements
have arisen since then, but I doubt that
more than a small minority of our pastors have preached against this evil.
January 1985
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The evangelical Protestant church, in
caving in to the culture, has shown the
same impotence or unconcern—or uncertainty of the biblical standard—in
dealing with divorce.
A choice of paths
How can the evangelical Protestant
church, or any church that takes the
Bible seriously, deal with the moral and
ethical catastrophe of our times?
Two possible answers occur to me.
The first would be total surrender.
We can just continue on our present
course. To do so would require an

We would acknowledge that we've grown
fat and lazy, that we've become a materialistic church; that we're proudest when
the President of the United States speaks
at our solemn assemblies—a prophet, if
there were one, would be excluded from
the program.
We would determine to stop emphasizing personal success (including selfrealization, financial prosperity, and freedom from suffering) and institutional
success (big churches, slick ministries).
We turn from relational theology that
stresses the "warm fuzzies."
And we turn—to what?

How can we deal with the moral and ethical
catastrophe of our times? Two possible answers
occur to me.
The first would be total surrender, continuing
on our present course. . . .
The second would be to get serious about
obeying the Bible. . . .

acknowledgement that new truth—out
of harmony with the Bible—has come in
a variety of ways, the Bible truth is culturally determined.
For instance, homosexuality. "Be fruitful and multiply" was true as long as the
world could contain more human beings.
Today we have a problem with overpopulation; therefore the homosexual lifestyle is acceptable and is no longer sin.
So also with bestiality. And with the
new technology of in utero tests and
abortion of defective fetuses, incest no
longer poses problems for introducing
defective combinations into the human
gene pool, and therefore incest today is
no longer sin.
Or divorce. With longer lifespans,
men and women can't be expected to
live together for 50 or 60 years. Early
deaths made "until death do us part"
reasonable in the past; it is no longer
reasonable, nor is divorce a sin.
The second alternative for dealing
with the cultural shift away from Christian values would be to get serious about
obeying the Bible rather than simply
fighting battles to defend its inerrancy.
4

Salt and light
At that point we become a counterculture. We begin to storm the gates of
hell rather than accept accommodation
to the devil's culture, however American
it may be.
We subordinate "cheap grace" evangelism to holiness. We pray for revival;
we seek to bring new spiritual life rather
than self-serving growth to our churches.
We exercise discipline.
We exalt God. We believe his Word,
applying it to our lives and vocations
rather than acculturating it to fit our
preferences.
Pastors take unpopular positions. The
size of our congregations dwindles.
Constantine withdraws his approval.
The church again becomes a "little
flock," but one which is able to discern
the surrounding wolves.
Christians weep over their sins. Ananias and Sapphira may be removed.
The church, although small, again
becomes salt to society, a city set on top
of the cultural hill, a light that cannot be
hid, because the Holy Spirit is exercising
his almighty power.

A young soldier returned to England
after World War I. Months later, as a
civilian, he said, "When I was in France,
I knew full well who the enemy was.
Now that I've returned to England, I'll
be hanged if I can identify the enemy
here."
An enemy here?
This is the plight of evangelical Protestants. We can't identify the enemy;
moreover, we're surprised to learn that
anyone thinks there is an enemy here in
the United States.
In Communist countries? Yes, we can
clearly perceive the enemy our Christian
brothers and sisters are fighting there.
We pray for them, that they will make
the right choices—even if it involves
imprisonment or death. But in the United States—who dies for Christ here?
For many years I puzzled over North
America's favored position in God's
economy. Jesus said, "In the world you
shall have tribulation." Yes, that was
true in the first-century world. It's been
true more times than not throughout
history—including in Communist and
Muslim countries today. But not here.
"Blessed are you when people insult
you, persecute you, and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of me."
Here again North American Christians
enjoy a privileged position.
Then it came to me: either Jesus' and
the apostles' teachings are not culturally
relevant to the church in North America; or there is tribulation here, there are
persecutions and insult and evil-speaking
against God's people, but we must seek
those points of conflict between the
Bible and the culture and go counter to
the culture before we discover any tribulation in our world.
Today, many evangelical Protestants
have become so much a part of the
world, so dull in our understanding of
the Bible, that we cannot see the enemy's
tactics all around us. We can't even identify the enemy.
"You are in error," Jesus said, "because
you do not know the scriptures or the
power of God" (Matt. 22:26). There is
hope for us—but only if we change our
point of reference from the culture and
the state back to the Scriptures and
God's almighty power.

Joseph Bayly is first vice-president of
David C. Cook Publishing Co. Reprinted by
permission of Pastoral Renewal, © 1984,
P. O. Box 8617, Ann Arbor, Ml 48107.
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of a Revolution:
a Challenge
to the Church
by Shirley Hershey Showalter

If Rip Van Winkle had fallen asleep
along the Susquehanna River in 1965
and woke up today, he would think he
was still dreaming.
What are a few of the obvious changes
he would notice in his own home? He
might find a food processor and waste
processor in the kitchen, a word processor in the den, a color video processor in
the family room, and a sound processor
looking like ear muffs attached to Rip
Jr.'s ears. Rip's wife, no longer a shrew
Shirley Hershey Showalter is the director
of a federal grant awarded to Goshen College to upgrade computer equipment, train
faculty in the use of computers, and provide
computer services to various departments.
Her article is based on a convocation address
given at Goshen College April 29, 1983.
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(having taken a course called "I'm OK
and You're Not Bad"), might try to
engage him in dialogue: "Can I help you
process all this change, dear?"
Clearly, enormous changes have taken
place in the last 20 years. Our gadgets
are only the surface manifestations of
change stemming from a revolution in
information and communication. This
has affected the way we think, eat, sleep,
learn, and speak. Furthermore, we are
only in the dawning stages of this revolution. We can expect future change to
be even more rapid.
To use the computer industry as just
one example, in 1965 there were only a
few thousand computers in this country,
some still using vacuum tubes. The integrated circuit had just begun to revolu-
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tionize the industry. A 1965 computer
the size of a bathroom could not perform as many functions as rapidly as
one held in the hand today and would
have cost hundreds, possibly thousands,
of times more. Since then, computers
have become so efficient and inexpensive that some experts are predicting
that within 20 more years the computer
will have effectively replaced the book as
the major educational resource.
Change of this type can justly be
called a revolution; it is a revolution of
ideas as well as technology. Thomas
Kuhn, in his book, The Structure of
Scientific Revolutions, talks about major
ideas in history by using the word paradigm. History has centered on relatively
few of these central ideas or paradigms.
5

When they change, everything else does
too. Therefore, at certain exciting ages
in history we can observe and analyze
perceptions of reality making great shifts.
Now is such a time.
One of the signs of a changing paradigm is that old ideas are breaking down
in nearly every aspect of life. That is why
the world seems to lack coherence. As
the poet Yeats put it, "Things fall apart;
the centre cannot hold." The world after
World War II was dominated by industrial capitalist and socialist economics,
nationalism, and information limited in
time and space. Nearly 40 years later, we
see post-industrial economic changes,
much global interaction, and quantum
leaps in information processing. We can
expect that as a paradigm changes, our
lives, our families, our churches, and our
schools will never be the same again.
We as a church are a little like Rip
Van Winkle. We are sleeping while a
revolution takes place around us. Avoidance is always one of the options when
faced with change; but it is rarely a good

one or a lasting one. It deprives us of all
power to exercise influence over the
direction of change. It can slow the
impact of change slightly, but it cannot
avoid its consequences and certainly
cannot direct its path.
A few technological zealots among us
might be tempted to try to get in front of
the parade and lead it. That is hardly
feasible for a church our size, nor is it in
keeping with our historic tradition. A
better approach, it seems to me, is what
E. F. Shumacher called "a middle way."
The tendency of our society as it
undergoes change is to separate and
segment. The sacred and secular, sciences and humanities, the mind and the
spirit never seem farther apart than
when we see them against a background
of computers and lasers. If these chasms
are not bridged, no future change will
realize its full potential for good, and it
could result in enormous evil. The mission of the church is to maintain wholeness and to fight against separation. A
house divided cannot stand. Neither can

lime

a divided person, school, or church.
We who have placed our faith in
transcendent spiritual values—peace,
love, and justice—face not only an
opportunity, but a moral obligation, to
transmit those values in and to an
information society. This is primarily an
educational task which begins at birth
and ends at death.
If the task ahead is primarily educational, then the challenge to the church
is equally a challenge to church schools.
The church community and the learning
community need guidance from each
other in developing a consensus about
what type of education church people
(youth and adults) need for the new age.
I believe that unless the church and the
schools unite on this issue, we could see
an enormous erosion in the identity of
both institutions and that we as a people
will have failed in one of our most
important challenges.
I believe our church colleges need to
set a standard of excellence which integrates the latest technology with the

Thoughts on the stewardship of

m
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by Howard F. Landis, Sr.

Time. What is it? It is a gift of God. It belongs to God.
Man is only a steward of it. Time is one of the most
valuable things in life, greater far than any material thing.
It is never late and waits on no man. It is to be used
wisely and never abused. You can never hear it, nor see it,
yet you use it every minute of the day. It is a very
important part of your life and every person has the same
amount of it. For it, there is no substitute. If people could
realize the true value of time today, tomorrow morning
they would see the world differently.
How can we attain to a high standard of values
regarding the importance of our time? We must first
believe that we have a great and reasonable God. We
must say "yes" to God and dedicate our lives to him
through the Lord Jesus Christ. (Your writer can say,
"Praise the Lord. This happened to me in 1935 and that
commitment is good to this day.") As far as God is
Howard Landis, Sr. lives in Telford, Pa., and is a member of
the Souderton congregation. In submitting the article, he noted,
"I have had a lot of experience on the subject at age 86."
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concerned, our salvation is a free gift. But we must lay
everything on the altar—our bodies and material things.
The reward is a life of peace and joy which must be
experienced and appreciated within the framework of
time.
Second, we must believe that there is nothing
impossible with God through Jesus Christ and the Holy
Spirit. So if we want to use our time wisely, we need to be
guided and disciplined by the Holy Spirit. Let us
remember that we first give our lives to God. Through
Jesus Christ, God fills us with the Holy Spirit. Then we
are under the leading and guidance of the Spirit, and he
will help us discipline the use of our time for useful
purposes.
"We are fearfully and wonderfully made." So says
Psalm 139:14. Caring for our bodies as the temples of the
Holy Ghost is one area in which we should use our time
wisely. In our busy days, we should observe a time
schedule in order to respect the bodies that God gave us.
If we spend a reasonable amount of time on the things
stated here, we will gain better health, more pleasing
personalities, and longer life spans: Most people need 1)
eight hours of sleep daily, 2) three well-balanced meals a
day, 3) a reasonable amount of work, 4) a day of rest and
worship each week, and 5) some kind of relaxing
diversion.
When we deal with the subject of the care of our
bodies, we need to be sure we have our priorities in the
right place. The professing church has neglected and even
failed in some of these things. But remember, someday we
Evangelical Visitor

ancient wisdom of our faith and of the
liberating arts. We cannot and probably
should not avoid technology. But we
must use it thoughtfully and prayerfully
as we approach the rest of God's creation. Those in the church who are using
technology in business and industry can
help guide us. As a combined caring and
learning community, we can influence
technological use and training toward
the following:
First, we can do more efficiently what
we are already doing. Most goals worth
pursuing can probably be aided by
information technology.
Second, we can actively seek to alleviate the information gap between rich
and poor by our involvement in education, by our work in third-world countries, and by our efforts to influence public policy.
Third, right now the most advanced
technology is in the Pentagon and in our
weapons systems. It is in the hands of
right-wing organizers and their powerful mailing list marketing. The elec-

tronic church uses sophisticated technology to preach a gospel which ends at
the cross instead of beginning there,
which replaces costly discipleship with
success formulas. If people of our tradition fail to use appropriate technologies
to spread the gospel of simplicity, nonviolence, and discipleship, we may find
ourselves speaking only to each other.
And we will surely lose influence, even
in our own church, to seductive messages from outside groups.
Fourth, we can recognize that since
technology is a tool, it does require the
additional wisdom of the liberal arts.
Students who leave our church colleges
will be prepared not only for their first
jobs, but also their second, third, and
fourth. They will have learned adaptive
skills and life planning along with a
knowledge of human history and culture which will help them change. Strictly
technical education fails to provide this
dimension which is still the most important dimension of learning for both the
church and church schools.

must give account of our stewardship here. God expects
us to care for our bodies. He wants strong, healthy bodies
to give their time to him. In the Old Testament, under the
law only the best were to be offered for a sacrifice. God
expects no less from us under the New Testament. He
wants our bodies and our time.
"To everything there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under the heaven" (Eccles. 3:1 KJV). If we fail to
heed the times and the seasons over which God has made
us stewards, then we neglect them to our own sorrow.
God wants us to be very careful where we have our
priorities that relate to time.
Too many people have wrongly prioritized their time.
When you step in the front room of some Christian
people's homes, you can see and hear where their
priorities are. Of what we see and hear in the news media,
we retain very little. Therefore, we'd better keep tuned in
to heavenly things that have eternal value. Let us get our
first news in the morning from heaven and have our
minds saturated with good things the rest of the day. If, in
the morning, we throw minutes away, we cannot retrieve
them the rest of the day. We may hurry and scurry after
them, but we have lost them forever.
God wants us to g\ve him prime time. He will not be
second. The best and surest way to give God our best is to
give him our first time of the day. That time is loaded
with golden nuggets. Let our thought life be primarily on
God. God wants us to take time to be holy.
People spend a lot of time caring about things. One
person wants a house, another an automobile, another
January 1985

Fifth, in his best-selling book, Megatrends, John Naisbitt has pointed out
that a high-tech society needs something
he calls "high touch" more than ever
before. Machines by themselves produce a dead world with lots of information, but little truth and no soul.
The majority of church college graduates have always found jobs and lived
lives which are devoted to serving others. That is, they are part of the "high
touch" realm. They have experienced
community and have sought to build
community in other parts of the world.
This testimony will be needed in the
1980s and 1990s more than ever before.
The Bible promises that we shall
know the truth, and the truth will set us
free. Computers can't set us free; they
can't even show us the truth. But they
are part of the world which is God's
creation, and God's people can enter the
new age of the computer with courage
and hope. For excellence and truth are
still our goals, and freedom for all is still
the end for which we live.
•

accumulated wealth. But none of these things satisfy the
heart. Only God completely satisfies. The only way for
complete satisfaction is to give ourselves and our time to
God.
One of our pioneer railroad builders on his deathbed
said to the lady caring for him, "I would give all my riches
to have what you have." He was referring to her Christian
love and compassion. She replied, "That's what it cost me,
all." Here was a man who had everything money could
buy, but time was more valuable than all his money. Time
was running out for him. When time runs out, values
change. So we'd better take care of the things of time
while there still is time.
As the human heart yearns after God, so children yearn
after their parents. If parents fail or neglect to give proper
time to their children, both parents and children have lost
something that can never be regained. Let us take time to
be holy and give our time to God.
In Matthew 25, we see the story of the ten virgins. All
of these women would probably be considered good
church members in our age—persons of high standards.
But the biggest difference that set five of them apart from
the others was the use of their time. The wise ones were
ready when the great day came. They took time to
prepare themselves. Are we ready for the sound of the
trumpet, the coming of the Lord?
It has been said that four things come not back: a
spoken word, the sped arrow, time past, and neglected
opportunity. May the Holy Spirit guide us in the use of
time.
•
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Inasmuch

by Ruth Heisey
with Josephine Frey
Dear Pastor Brubaker and
teachers of the Friendship Class:
My husband and I were privileged to
attend your church this past Sunday,
and to sit with the "Friendship Class."
Our son is a member of the class, and we
want to express to you our deepest
appreciation for this wonderful Christian work that you are doing. There are
many churches who would not minister
to the retarded, as you are doing. I am
reminded in Matthew 25:40, "Inasmuch
as ye did it unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto me."
One thing I know above all else is that
our son has received the Lord Jesus
Christ into his heart, with the faith of a
little child (just like the Bible says we
must all do). Therefore, I know that
someday he will be with the Lord, and
then he will no longer be retarded, and
will have a new body and a whole mind.
This is my comfort when my heart
aches.
May the Lord bless you all richly for
your ministry to the "Friendship class."
Ruth Heisey and Josephine Frey are codirectors of the ministry to developmentally
disabled persons offered by the Lancaster,
Pa., congregation. They would like to receive
information from others working in a similar
ministry, and would be happy to share additional information and experiences. Write to
them in care of the Lancaster Brethren in
Christ Church, 1865 Fruitville Pike, Lancaster, Pa. 17601.
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Six years ago, a neighboring church
began a week-day evening of activities
and teaching for mentally handicapped
adults. Included in the activities of the
evening were music and Bible study. At
a planning meeting for this program, a
representative from Friendship Community expressed a need for a suitable
place to take their residents on Sunday
morning for Sunday school and worship services. (Friendship Community is
a group home for mentally retarded
adults. It is administered by the Mennonite Church.) The classes which currently existed seemed isolated from congregational life and lacked spiritual content. Some phases of the teaching were

not appropriate for adults. A church
would need to provide facilities, teachers,
and the program. Friendship Community would provide the students.
Since the Lancaster Brethren in Christ
Church had recently enlarged their Christian Education areas, the challenge was
accepted by the congregation in the
summer of 1980.
At that time, no one anticipated what
the Lord had in store for us in the next
four years. From an original group of
five or six, we gradually increased in
number. Sometimes the growth came by
one or two members. Sometimes the
new members came a half dozen at a
time!
Originally, all the members were residents of Friendship Community, but as
the class became known to people in the
area, other retarded adults joined. One
father asked if his daughter, recently
removed from an institution for the
developmentally disabled, could attend
the class. It was overwhelming to welcome not only Janet, but five others
from the same group home. New homes
continued to be opened and the call
would come: "May our residents come
to your class?" Sometimes they just
arrived on a Sunday morning without
letting us know. We endeavored to
assimilate the new personalities and to
cope with different areas of limitations.
Attendance also increased as a result
of Friendship Community moving some
of their residents to more independent
living arrangements. They sometimes
continued to attend, as would the new
residents who replaced them in the main
home.
Because of the increased enrollment
and also because of the wide span of
abilities and developmental levels, there

Above—Teacher Sylvia Evans talks with two class members: David Haverstick and
Jean Ann Hoffman. Top of page—Ed Kurtz, a member of the Friendship Class at
Lancaster.
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are now two separate groups for the
lesson presentation. One group has class
while the other folks attend our 9:00
worship service. At 10:30, the classroom
is used for the second group while the
others attend the worship service. A
time of refreshment and fellowship between the services includes everyone.
During this period, a snack time is
enjoyed by all. Thanks to the efforts of a
faithful member of our congregation, a
different person is scheduled to provide
a light snack each week. The time
affords an opportunity for interpersonal
relationships between teachers and pupils. Developing a sense of love and
acceptance can take place in such a
situation.
Since our attendance may range from
30 to 40, and since we have two separate
teaching sessions, we need a large staff.
At least 10 people share in this ministry.
In addition, four men take turns driving
the van each Sunday to bring in those
who have no transportation. Music is an
important part of our morning. A song
leader with an autoharp helps create a
happy song time. Others who may not
want to teach are gifted with love and
understanding that is expressed by being
part of the class each week, showing
interest in individuals, or helping the
more handicapped to find their way
around the church building.
Two members from Friendship Community, after hearing the good news of
Jesus Christ explained to them on their
level, accepted him as Savior. After
instruction, these new Christians were
baptized and accepted as members of
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When we started,
we thought we
would be helping
others.
Then we began to
realize that we
were being
ministered to.
Peter, Rose, and Susie arrive at church.

our congregation. A young adult from
the neighboring community confessed
her faith in Jesus and was also brought
into the circle of church fellowship. A
man and woman from other community
living arrangements for retarded adults
became our next members to accept
Christ and become part of our family.
These decisions were not a result of
pressure. A meeting with the teacher in
her home made it possible for personal
teaching, testimony, and prayer. The
Lord's presence was as real there as it is
any place where he is sincerely sought
and found.
"We sang songs about the Lord!"
"We prayed."

IB

Eunice Boyer, using the autoharp, leads the group in singing.
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"I asked Jesus to come into my heart."
"I want to go all the way!"
"I say things I shouldn't—maybe I
should scrap it all and start over!"
"Jim is different than he was."
"I don't drink no more."
These folks arrive on Sunday morning with prayer concerns: "My mother,"
"my friend in the hospital," "my friend
who should stop smoking," "the hungry
people of the world," a request for a dog
to replace the pet which had died.
After a teacher had been absent one
Sunday, one class member reported,
"When I got home last week, I got down
on my knees and prayed for you." We
are not working with retarded souls!
In the book, Common Sense Not
Needed, (Christian Literature Crusade,
1969) Corrie ten Boom reminds us:
Bringing the Gospel to subnormal people is not popular work in
the eyes of the world. To convert a
'big shot' is more important than
to change a subnormal person
who cannot organize a mission,
cannot start a drive to collect
money, cannot write books, and
cannot do what splendid, gifted
Christians can. . . . The last
words of Jesus, before going to
heaven, were, 'Go ye—and preach
the Gospel to every creature.' And
I think that the subnormal have
received a special grace to enable
them to understand the Gospel.
I believe that the joy before the angels
of God when a developmentally-disabled
person is converted is as great as when a
"big shot" gives his heart and life to
Jesus.
9

Joan Rhoades (left) counts the disciples for Carol Crawford.

After four years, we who are sharing
in this ministry can identify with the
observations expressed by our pastor,
Merle Brubaker: "When we started, I
thought it was a worthy charity—that
we would be doing something for needy
people. One Sunday evening three
workers were asked to give testimonies.
To my surprise, I discovered that this
ministry was helping them, that they
were learning from the class members.
Then I began to realize that I too, was
learning to be more accepting, learning
the skill of relating to a large variety of
people, learning that God's grace is sufficient, that he can minister to every
human being. The Holy Spirit can go
beyond the limitations of our communications. Many people of the congregation are having the same experience.

They are able to relate to more people of
the community."
So, where do we go from here? Our
facilities are taxed to the limit, the ratio
of pupils to teachers should not get any
larger. No longer can we have much
variety in class activities. Sometimes it
seems that we can't even individually
recognize all of the folks who are just
waiting to have their new hair-do, their
dress, their birthday card, or some little
treasure noticed and appreciated.
We can't turn anyone away and we
can't close the doors to any who may
find their way to the church. Even now,
our attention has been called to members
of another group home where two residents expressed a wish to attend church.
It could be that the Lord is asking
another church to open its doors and

Left to right: Ed Kurtz, Arthur Renninger, Virginia Nolt, and
Connie Wenger, residents from Friendship Community.
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make room for others who also are
entitled to know about the love of Jesus.
At the time of this writing, there is a
proposal before the Board for Christian
Education. Pending the action of that
board, we will develop a program to
determine where other group homes are
located in the city and county. We will
also try to ascertain where other classes
are being held for retarded adults. Our
thesis is that there are too few classes for
the number of people needing a place to
attend. Also, some churches may be
unaware of the opportunity at their
doorstep. Our goal is to encourage such
churches to start a class and, if they
wish, to share with them in any way we
can.
Does the Lord see such a ministry for
your congregation in the future? This is
his work. He provides direction in each
situation. Are you in his plans? God
brought these people to our door. Might
he be asking you to invite others to be
part of your church family? They are
part of "All the world."
Were he here, he might say,
"For I was lonely and you became my
friend.
"I was confused after having been in
an institution most of my life and you
helped guide me.
"I was retarded; but it made no difference to you in your acceptance of me.
"I was unable to read or understand
the preacher; but you explained God's
Word to me.
"I was different from most people in
the church and community; but here I
felt accepted and loved. Inasmuch as ye
did it to one of the least of these, ye did it
to me."
•

Fred Forry and Mary Burton sing as Eunice Boyer accompanies.
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These, too, belong
to the body
by Katie Funk Wiebe
He's a man with a dream. A big
dream. A dream about the body of
Christ. Like Martin Luther King, he's
stood on the mountaintop, and seen the
church, Christ's body, reaching out and
drawing into full fellowship all its members, especially a certain group.
This dreamer is an advocate for persons with developmental disabilities.
Dean Bartel, consultant for Developmental Disabilities Services, a service
of Mennonite Mental Health Services,
looks forward to the day persons with
handicaps all will be fully integrated into
all aspects of church life, including worship services, Sunday school, choir, service projects—and even being accepted
for baptism without someone questioning their ability to have faith.
Bartel speaks of the involvement of
the developmentally disabled in the
church with a quiet eloquence. He appeals to Scripture, quoting from 1 Cor.
12, which deals with the body of Christ
as being a unit with many parts, all of
which are needed. He knows not all
church members accept his views that
persons with developmental disabilities
should be allowed to function fully
within the body to the limit of their
potential.
Blind belief in traditional myths about
persons with handicaps, particularly
those with mental retardation, slows the
fulfillment of his dream. But he has
hope.
Bartel has been involved with the
handicapped since graduation from
Tabor College, Hillsboro, KS, in 1968.
His present work takes him across the
United States and Canada conducting
workshops, seminars, retreats, and consultations.
In commenting on terminology, Bartel noted that "persons may have one or
more disabling conditions. Their environment, however, poses the handicap,
the barrier."
Bartel's main role is to raise the
awareness of the M C C constituency to
the needs of all disabled persons. But
because the mentally retarded make up
the largest group developmentally disabled persons, the church has focused
on them and he relates to them.
January 1985

Phil Mallinson (left) explains a Scripture to Lancaster Friendship Class member David
Haverstick at the end of the class period.

One survey he conducted shows about
one with a mental handicap person per
congregation, with larger congregations
having eight or ten. National statistics
place about 3% of the population in the
mentally handicapped category.
Their love is unconditional
Bartel's view of the role of persons
with developmental disabilities is simple
and clear. Let them experience the truth
of the gospel in the full context of the
church, and then let them share that
truth with others through their unique
gifts, one of which is their ability to care
for others freely and openly.
"We get embarrassed by their open
show of affection," Bartel says, "because
we aren't free to share it ourselves. But
for the mentally handicapped person,
it's real."
Bartel first experienced this love when
he was assigned to a voluntary service
position at Ridge State Home for persons with mental retardation in Colorado, after he had completed college.
Because he was new, the administration
gave him the responsibility of working
in residence halls with higher functioning clients, who were therefore more
verbal. That experience gave him a deep
appreciation for mentally handicapped

persons, especially for the way they
related to him and others.
"They had an honesty with which
they related to other persons I hadn't
experienced before. When they didn't
like something you said to them, or
something was contrary to them, they
let you know. Yet they were just as
extreme in their caring for you once you
were their friend.
"This love is a kind of ministry to
me—an example of God's love coming
to me unconditionally. In the church we
tend to make our love conditional.
We've gotten the idea that the church is
for the pure in heart, well-mannered and
silver-tongued. Where is there room for
that genuine love that comes in awkward ways?
"Persons with developmental disabilities often can't speak their love, can't
sing it, can't recite Bible verses, can't
express a confession of faith, but they
can love you. Isn't that what the Gospel
is about?"
"We can learn from them," says Bartel. "Some persons have experienced
love from a mentally retarded person
when no one else was aware of their
pain. That's what I want to see us making room for in the church—love that's
not only words, but also action." It's the
11

responsibility of the congregation to
discern these gifts of love and others and
to help such people use them.
Not everyone agrees with him. He
dreams about the time attitudes toward
the developmentally disabled will mellow, and they'll be allowed to fit in
according to their talents and gifts.
"If persons with handicaps enjoy singing, why not involve them in the choir?"
he asks, then answers his question himself. "We are not used to much spontaneity in our worship services. We are
used to good singing—good choirs, good
congregational singing. We are used to
order in our services. Where is the place
for the person who wants to express his
worship experience in a slightly different
way or in a way that is not always under
full control?"
To create such a place requires much
openmindedness and willingness to forego the well-ordered service churchgoers
expect and cherish.

the congregation, when added to their
problems of accepting him or her, is too
much. Usually first the child and one
parent quits going to church (and the
Sunday school teacher is relieved). Then
the other parent stays home also, and
finally the whole family.
Bartel mentioned cases also of parents being openly told to take their child
out of Sunday school because he or she
was too disruptive.
"There is always a way of coping with
such a problem," he said. Because of a
lack of awareness of the realities of what
a mentally handicapped person can or
can't do, people fear them, or put the full
burden of adaptation on the one least
able to change—the disabled individual.
"The burden to change and become
more acceptable belongs to us instead of

the handicapped person. We have to
learn more acceptable behaviors toward
them," says Bartel. If members of a congregation expect persons with these disabilities to live up to their standards,
they will do nothing about their own
attitudes. The congregation should give
up their right to feel comfortable when
developmentally disabled persons are in
their midst.
At one seminar, someone brought up
the case of a retarded man, much involved in church life, but who talked too
much, annoying the others. Someone
suggested he be asked not to attend
anymore.
Bartel's response to the problem is
typical of his approach to the needs of
those he pleads for. "Do you know
anyone else in your congregation who

Why the rejection?
What accounts for this rejection? Fear
and ignorance, says Bartel. People are
ignorant of what developmentally disabled persons are like, and therefore
they fear close association with them.
While working with social agencies in
Colorado to help them start group
homes for the mentally handicapped in
residential areas, he saw firsthand the
stereotyped ways in which neighbors
responded to the proposal. They said
persons with mental handicaps are criminals, they steal, they have no respect for
property, they are violent and harm
children, they rape daughters and kill
sons, their presence causes property
values to plummet downward. "People
think it will be a terrible thing to live
next door to a mentally handicapped
persons," says Bartel.
There's little factual evidence to support such claims from experience, he
says. Some unpleasant incidents have
happened a few times, but the chances of
something terrible happening while living next door to a mentally handicapped
person are no worse than while living
next door to anyone else. And who
hasn't had an undesirable neighbor who
didn't maintain his property?
The same negative attitude toward
developmentally disabled persons exists
in the church, Bartel said, but not as
blatantly. It comes in more subtle forms.
It's not uncommon for a family with a
mentally handicapped child to disappear from the church because of it.
Rejection of their child by members of
12
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What can you call me?
What do you call a person like me? I have brain
damage, and my walk is a little different from yours.
But I also have many abilities—I'm a 10-talent person. What then, do you call me?
I know that various terms have been used. When I
was growing up, I had four operations in the Alberta
Crippled Children's Hospital. But they don't talk
about children that way anymore; the hospital has
decided that the word "crippled" is out.
I used the word "handicapped" when I was older. It
was a common term and seemed to fit the bill. More
recently, when I became wiser, I found out what it
means. Originally, I was told, it meant "cap in
hand"—or beggar, in other words. I'm not a beggar.
The word "handicapped" isn't so handy anymore.
Disabled is the new term hot off the press. It's a
word endorsed by the World Health Organization. I
have used it and taught it to others, but now I like it
less and less. In fact, if I had my druthers, I'd druther
not use it at all. "Disabled" puts a dis in front of abled.
The message is clear: this person is not able. He isn't
capable.
Funny thing, though—I think I have abilities. I
gave it a good try, at least. I went to high school,
studied journalism, attended Bible colleges, was a
student minister twice and am now a voluntary service
talks too much? Do you tell him to
leave? Probably we don't deal with such
persons in a caring, loving way either.
Persons with mental retardation can be
expected to adapt, but we can't expect
them to do all the changing."
Such rejection in the interests of order
in services is not usually belligerent or
intentionally cruel. The basis for it is
ignorance and high expectations of
church members for perfection and comfort in their worship experience.
Church members often rationalize
the presence in society of persons with
developmental disabilities. Some suggest God made them to teach the others
a lesson, or to make people around them
better persons by letting them observe
these imperfect people, or perhaps even
to punish parents for past sins.
"I don't believe any of that," says Bartel. "That is an aberration of what the
gospel is about. God didn't create imperfect persons, for every person is made in
the image of God. With our meagre
human ability, we try to define that this
image is mental capability and physical
perfection—outward manifestations. It
is somewhat more mystical," he says,
more related to the inner person the
soul.
Physical barriers in church facilities
January 1985

by Terry Smith

worker with Mennonite Central Committee, just like
hundreds of others who are doing their little bit for the
Kingdom.
"Disabled" is a word which takes the wind out of
my sails. I'm not disabled—no sir! I know that I have
limitations. People look at me occasionally and little
children sometimes ask me questions. Sometimes I
feel so self-conscious under the stares—is something
wrong with my clothing? I want to know why people
are watching me!
I have limitations, but you have limitations too.
Yours, in fact, may be even more disturbing than
mine. Our limitations vary in type and extent. I can't
hide mine, so people notice. You can hide yours, but
they are still there.
What, then, can you call me? Crippled? No, that's
out. Handicapped? It's passe. Disabled? No thanks!
All the handy-dandy words don't fit. You might
just have to forget them, move past my limitations,
and see me. You could use another word, though: you
could call me Terry.
Try it. We'll both like it.
•

At the time this was written, Terry Smith was a voluntary
service researcher and writer for MCC Manitoba.

also limit the involvement of many persons with developmental disabilities in
full participation. Bathrooms they can't
go into and stairs say to the person in a
wheelchair, "We don't want you."
Well-intentioned acts of carrying
wheelchair and owner up and down
stairs isn't the solution either. Often the
strong-armed carriers never realize the
indignity they thrust on the disabled
person by denying him or her the privilege of moving about freely on their

Persons with developmental
disabilities often can't
speak their love, can't
sing it, can't recite
Bible verses . . . but they
can love you. Isn't that
what the Gospel is about?

own. Their good deed may only make
the helper feel good—not the persons
with restricted mobility. Being carried
like a child adds to their sense of devaluation by society.

Becoming more aware
How can a congregation willing to
learn about the needs of its developmentally disabled members get started? Bartel suggests they conduct an internal
study to discover their attitudes toward
disabled persons and also the needs and
gifts of such persons in their midst.
Materials are available to help congregations go through this self-evaluation
process.
When information is available on
how much the congregation knows
about persons with developmental disabilities, the task force should identify
gaps in understanding about them and
plan a schedule of activities to raise
awareness. This should include information about all disabling conditions
present in the congregation. Next, the
task force can offer suggestions for specific ways to act toward developmentally disabled persons and how to get
them involved in the church program.
Bartel advocates integrating persons
with mental handicaps into regular Sunday school classes, even though this is
considered a revolutionary approach in
providing them with Christian education. Separate Sunday school classes
have merit, but they isolate the handicapped person from the body of Christ.
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Whatever is done for them should be
done in the context of the entire congregation, he says, not separated from it.
To include a child with a mental handicap in regular classes allows him or her
to experience peer relations with normal
children and allows the nonhandicapped
child to discover that these children who
may look and act a little differently
aren't to be feared.

Battel advises anyone who wants to
become involved with developmentally
disabled persons to learn to listen and to
observe. They are often not as helpless
as one might expect. He cited an incident recently when he watched a friend
maneuver a wheelchair up a steep church
curb and resisted the urge to offer help.
"Don't barge in to help. Ask first if the
person wants to be helped."

The next step in bringing disabled
persons and congregation closer together
is so easy, "we can't see it," he says.
People are often uncomfortable with
handicapped persons because they don't
know what to say. Bartel's advice is
"listen." "Admit you're uncomfortable."
Parents appreciate it when guests express their discomfort. They'd rather
have it up front where they can deal with
it than expressed behind their backs
where it can be damaging.

Sharing the hurt
He has a special word to parents of
developmentally disabled children: "Let
others know your pain." Historically,
parents have come through a difficult
period during the 1970's as they struggled
to get persons with developmental disabilities out of institutions, where care
was sometimes only custodial, and to
get federal guarantees of an appropriate
education for their children. Some are
now too weary to take their case to the

She can
make a tiny fist
get hiccups
suck her thumb
feel pain

yet she can be
legally put to death
by abortion
at any time
until the day
she's born
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church and ask for a hearing there as
well.
"Despite how tired they may be, I tell
them to go to the church." He advises
parents to "get off their own case" long
enough to see they aren't the only ones
with problems; other members of the
congregation have problems also, in
other areas. Pain and tragedy are not
unique to any one group of people.
Parents must initiate the contact with
the pastor, the Sunday school superintendent, and others—but with an understanding of the other person's situation.
Not all pastors will automatically understand or come to their rescue. Most
important is to share their struggle
openly with others.
"For a lot of parents, the understanding that becoming vulnerable to others
is the key to opening doors is almost a
revelation." Parents report back to Bartel how having opened up about their
hurts and needs to the congregation
finally meant being able to talk together.
One elderly couple had a son in his
thirties, who was mildly or borderline
retarded, but with emotional problems.
Because he was living at home, they
were responsible for his supervision
twenty-four hours a day. The mother
was bitter about the church's lack of
support.
On Bartel's suggestion, she explained
the family's situation to her home congregation, and amazed herself at her
freedom to do so. Then she was further
amazed at the way people expressed
their appreciation for her openness.
Some didn't know she had a son who
was mentally retarded. Now one older
man comes several times a week to take
the son out for coffee or for other activities. Others have offered their help.
If nobody knows the needs of a family
with a child who is developmentally disabled, nobody can become that support
system, says Bartel, so it's up to the family to speak up. Yet he admits that
becoming open doesn't hold all the
answers. In one case a vocal parent felt
rejected because he spoke up freely. His
congregation didn't want to hear what
he had to say.
Now in its tenth year of operation,
Bartel's office welcomes inquiries from
congregations wishing to become more
aware of the needs and abilities of persons with disabling conditions. Write or
call Developmental Disability Services,
Box 370, Elkhart, IN 46515. Phone
(219) 294-7523, ext. 246.
•
A Meetinghouse feature article.
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The weight of nothing
"Tell me the weight of a snowflake," a coal-mouse asked a wild dove.
"Nothing more than nothing," was the answer.
" I n that case I must tell you a marvelous story," the coal-mouse said.
"I sat on the branch of a fir, close to its trunk, when it began to snow,
not heavily, not in a raging blizzard, no, just like in a dream,
without any violence. Since I didn't have anything better to do,
I counted the snowflakes settling on the twigs and needles of my branch.
Their number was exactly 3,741,952. When the next snowflake dropped
onto the branch—nothing more than nothing, as you say—the branch
broke off."
Having said that, the coal-mouse flew away.
The dove, since Noah's time an authority on the matter, thought about
the story for a while and finally said to herself: "Perhaps there is only
one person's voice lacking for peace to come about-in the world."
Copyright by Pax Christi USA, 6337 West Cornelia Avenue, Chicago, IL
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Let us do what is right without tiring of it: for at the proper time we shall
reap if we do not lose heart. Galatians 6:9
Merinonite Central Committee, 21 South 12th Street, Akron, PA 17501
MCC Canada, 201-1483 Pembina Highway, Winnipeg, MB R3T2C8
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JAPAM^
After returning home from Japan in
June of 1983, we hoped that our experience there of teaching English to the
Japanese would not carry on only in our
minds. We had an idea that, if successful, would enable us to renew our Japanese friendships and keep our good
memories alive. We were pleased when
this past summer our idea materialized
and came to full bloom.
The idea had its origin while we were

MORE THAN CULTURAL

not invite a group of Japanese enrolled
in our English classes to visit Lancaster
County, Pa., (our home), and be hosted
by our Brethren in Christ families? The
idea was shared with others and enthusiasm began building. Laura began formulating plans to make this a memorable trip for our Japanese friends, and, in
what seemed a short time, the Japanese
Home Stay Tour became a reality.
The Graybills took care of the details

in Tokyo—a class which Laura taught
the year before—came en masse. It was
good to renew friendships.
The Lancaster Brethren in Christ
Church was the focal point of most of
our touring, and it was there that we
brought together our Japanese friends
with each of their host families. According to the testimonials I have heard and
read, for both the Japanese and the
American hosts, this was the beginning
of one of the most memorable experiences of their lives.
We visited many of the sights between
New York City and Washington, D.C.
Our touring took us to Longwood
Gardens, downtown Lancaster, Lancaster County historical sights, Washington, D.C., Baltimore, Philadelphia, and
Gettysburg. A one-day whirlwind tour
of New York City started at 5:30 a.m.
and included a short concert at the Lincoln Center, a tour of the United Nations
building, a trip up the Empire State
Building, and a quick shopping spree at
Macy's. We were a tired bunch when we
arrived back in Lancaster after midnight. We also spent one night at Messiah College where the Japanese were
given a glimpse of American college
campus life.

Hosts, Dick and Esther Miller, grew to love their four Japanese guests.

in Japan giving a year of voluntary service for Brethren in Christ Missions. At
that time we saw the possibility of hosting a group of Japanese high school
students while they visited the United
States. Plans for that particular project
fell through. But the idea was a good
one, and we began to consider making a
similar offer to our own students. We
had grown to know and love these people. We saw the advantages of such an
experience in the area of cultural exchange and language-learning, but our
hearts yearned for something more—a
spiritual benefit.
We shared this idea with Brethren in
Christ missionary, John Graybill: why
16

on the other side of the ocean while the
Shaidas—mostly Laura—began feverishly working to put the pieces of this
puzzle together. In Japan, applications
were distributed to all the Brethren in
Christ English classes. We were hoping
for 8 to 12 people, but the number
quickly rose to 23 before we closed the
door to any further applicants.
We were tired when we traveled to the
Philadelphia Airport on July 25 to meet
our guests, but at the sight of our
friends, our spirits were renewed. The
people in this group were representatives of each of our English classes in
Japan: Tokyo, Nagoya, and Shimonoseki. Eight ladies from the Ogawa class

An event of special importance to
eight of the Japanese ladies was a visit to
Naomi King's home and farm. We
became acquainted with Mrs. King
through an article in Guideposts magazine. We read the article in Japan and
thought it was a good one to use with
our adult classes. Many of the ladies
were impressed with the simple, peaceful life of the Amish and the strong abiding faith of Mrs. King. The ladies of the
Ogawa class wrote letters to Mrs. King,
and when she replied she invited them to
visit her if they ever came to America.
Laura contacted her when we knew the
Ogawa class was coming, and Mrs. King
extended an invitation to the whole
group. It was a delightful and informative time for all of us. Mrs. King's father
commented to me, "Meeting these people is just great. Maybe if we had more
of this, we would be less apt to be shootEvangelical Visitor
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EXCHANGE

ing one another."
As exciting as these trips were, the
highlight of the visit was living and
experiencing life in a Christian home in
America. This was indicated in the
comments of our Japanese guests.
"Visiting historical places, I could feel
the real America. Attending church was
one of my best experiences."
From a high school student: "Thanks;
my stay in Lancaster proved a most
delightful one. I shall long remember the
friendly atmosphere of your home and
the charm of the people who live in it. I
enjoyed seeing and experiencing your
country and culture."
The oldest member of the group (68)
told us that her visit here brought her
"one step closer to God."
From a housewife: "Whenever I talk
about my trip, first of all I tell about
beautiful Lancaster and the friendly
people of the USA. I don't know how to
express my gratitude to the many people
we met in Lancaster. I'll try to do something like you have done, hoping that it
will make someone happy and help us
understand each other."

Exchange of culture: Americans experience a tea ceremony.
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by Peter and Laura Shaida

One of the ladies: "I thank you for our
host family and how they treated us with
the kindest and warmest heart. I'm not
a Christian, but I have been quite impressed with the church services and the
sincere attitude toward Christianity. The
people who go to your church are
wonderful and nice persons. I was deeply
moved when I attended the service in
your beautiful church."
In response to our question of what
she enjoyed the most, one lady said, "It
was instructive for me to see how you all
learn the Bible together. You offer opinions to each other, discuss frankly, independently of your professions, ages, or
sex. It's rare for us to join into such a
network. I found many points to consider in that."
From the youngest member of the
group came this note, "When I grow up,
I want to come back to Lancaster and
meet everybody."
Do you get the idea that everyone had
a good time and some seeds of God's
love were planted? It was certainly not
only the Japanese who learned from and
enjoyed this experience. Here are some
reflections from some of the host families.
From a mother who hosted two teenage girls: "I feel that the examples of our
young people had a larger impact on
them than we adults."
From a teenager: "Having the Japanese in my home was a real learning and
growing experience for me. It was exciting as we experienced a different culture
and tried to talk to each other. It was
great! I'm glad I was a part of this crosscultural adventure and would love to do
it again."
From a host couple: "We will never be
able to measure all the good that may
come from our Japanese friends' visit.
What beautiful people—with a huge
capacity for showing appreciation, courtesy, and unselfishness. We never had
guests so easy to keep. They fit in with
the family and just made you love them.
We covet them for Jesus to whom they
seemed so near, yet so far."
The well-expressed thoughts of one of
the hostesses summarized her experience.

The mayor of Lancaster presented the
Japanese delegation with a flag of Lancaster.

"It is as though a gentle breeze pushed
open our front screen door, and beauty,
courtesy, and laughter entered our
home. These attributes came in the form
of two Japanese ladies. Immediately
they presented us with gifts, symbolic of
their desire to share with and please
these Americans whose language and
culture they have been studying. Tomiko
and Kyoko realized a dream that began
in the misson English classes they attended in Japan. Our guests enjoyed the
comparison and contrasts of our daily
lives with their own. Such things as
food, houses, kitchen utensils, work
patterns, dress, shopping, and flower
arranging are a few of the myriad
exchanges we experienced. They have
since written about an outstanding feature they enjoyed—our Sunday school
class where they heard us discuss concepts that help us in our Christian walk.
They have no such place in Japan to
express how they feel or think about
their beliefs and doubts. Tomiko said it
is difficult to understand Jesus Christ's
resurrection but now she does know
something about our God. They lived
two short weeks in our home, but I
really believe the beautiful memory will
always live in our hearts."
We learn in 1 Corinthians 3:6-7 that
one plants, another waters, but God gives
the increase. I believe seeds have been
planted; they will be watered and nurtured; and we now wait for his will to be
completed.
Entertaining international guests is a wonderful opportunity for witnessing and learningfor anyfamily or congregation. If you are
interested in arranging a Home Stay experience for your family or congregation, Pete
and Laura Shaida will be glad to give you
further information on how this experience
can be yours. Contact them at 1195 Maple
Avenue, Lancaster, Pa. 17603.
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Our call to spiritual renewa
and world evangelization

bv T h o m a s Hermi?

In the divine mandate in Matthew
28—to go into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature—I believe
God is specifically saying three things to
us today. One powerful thing God is
saying to us as a nation, as an organization and as individual believers is that it
is time to set our spiritual houses in
order. God is calling us to spiritual
renewal. A second thing God is saying to
us is that it is harvest time. This is one of
the reasons God is calling us to spiritual
renewal: we must be what God wants us
to be before we can do what God wants
us to do. Thirdly, I believe God is saying
it is time to develop a strategy to reach
the unreached. It is time to discover the
two-and-a-half billion people in this
world who have never had an opportunity to respond to the claims of the
gospel.
For two years World Gospel Mission
had been looking for a certified public
accountant who had experience with
computers, preferably a systems analyst
who could work in the language of a
digital computer. When we found someThomas Hermiz is the president of World
Gospel Mission. He has also served as executive director of the Christian Holiness Association. This article is adapted from a message given by Dr. Hermiz at the 1984
Brethren in Christ Missions
Convention
held at Messiah College in June.
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one we liked and began to talk about
salary, amazing things would happen.
Some of them got out of town so fast we
did not even know they had left. I did
not know that CPA's could move so
fast. The more polite ones said, "Well, I
think I can do more for God and for
world evangelization working in the
private business world and making lots
of money and supporting missions."
Finally, at a rally in Portland, Oregon,
my wife and I were introduced to a man
with a Master's degree in accounting,
who was a systems analyst and had just
helped to set up 456 computers like ours
across the nation. It is neither polite nor
nice for the president of any organization to drool in public, but I was drooling inside. We spoke with him later and
learned that he and his wife had a
genuine burden for missions. Both in his
heart and in his finances, the Lord had
been preparing him.
I offered him the position. Even with
a two-thirds reduction in salary and relocation to a boring little town, he only
swallowed hard two or three times before he accepted the offer.
That was two years ago. Now he says
he has never had a stronger sense of
fulfillment nor felt more rewarded and
blessed than since he became involved in
missions. He has never been poorer, he
adds, but also never happier.

I believe God is speaking to people
across the nation who would be willing
to make a similar commitment. God is
saying that it is time to set your spiritual
house in order; he is calling us to an
upper room experience; he is calling us
to evaluate our priorities. Will you give
God everything to be used for his honor
and glory?
I am disturbed by the number of
second-rate Christians I meet as I travel.
There are businessmen, homemakers,
and career women who are first-rate in
their occupations, yet they are secondrate Christians. I see enough talent and
resources in our churches which, if
tapped for Christ and for world evangelization, could turn this world upside
down in short order. The question is: are
we going to let Christ be Lord and give
him everything?
I am persuaded that God is not
pleased with the fact that only about 75
thousand missionaries are trying to reach
a world of about four-and-a-half billion
people. I believe this is a spiritual problem. God would call far more into his
service if we would get our hearts right
so that we could hear the voice of God.
Fortunately, there are people whose
number-one challenge and priority is to
come to a place of complete surrender to
God, emptied of self and filled with the
Holy Spirit. These people are thus useEvangelical Visitor

ful to God and the upbuilding of his
kingdom. God is calling. Can we hear
his call?
The second thing I hear God saying is
that it is harvest time. Jesus said, "Do
you not say, 'Four months more and
than the harvest'? I tell you, open your
eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe
for harvest" (John 4:35). I believe we are
in fact entering into the eleventh hour.
We are in the initial stages of one last
great harvest that is taking place around
the world, and we have not seen anything yet compared to what is going to
happen. We are entering into the era
Jesus spoke about when he said that this
gospel must be preached in all the world
as a witness to all nations and then the
end will come. In Revelation, God reveals to John that in the end times,
saints will be gathered from every tongue,
tribe, and nation (Rev. 5:9-10). It thereby becomes evident that before the
return of Christ, this gospel must be
preached to all the nations.
We now have the capacity and the
potential to reach all the nations in our
lifetime. The only question that remains
is whether or not we have the commitment to see it accomplished. We have
the resources, the talent, the know-how,
the ability; we have everything at our
fingertips. There is no question in my
mind that, if we have the commitment,
we can get this gospel out to every
tongue, tribe, and nation.
In many countries the church is growing two to three times faster than the
population. In 1910, only three percent
of the population on the continent of
Africa professed to be followers of
Christ. However, last year alone, six million people came into the Christian family on the continent of Africa. That is
nearly 16,000 every day. If the present
trend continues, 48 percent of the population of the continent of Africa will be
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ by the
year 2000.
It's harvest time. We have more to
work with than we have ever had before.
It's time to thrust in the sickle and reap.
I could list many evidences to show
that it is harvest time, but I will briefly
mention two things that are happening
in the world that have never happened
before, things that God alone is bringing
to pass as we come to these last days of
harvest.
One is the fact that we are increasingly
becoming a less rural and more urban
society. Fifty percent of the world's
population lives in cities. Twenty million people move to cities every year.
January 1985

They are coming out of jungles, mountains, deserts, and valleys, and are moving en masse to the great cities of the
world. By the year 2000, it is estimated
that 87 percent of the world's population will live in cities.
Why is that significant when it comes
to evangelism?
I have often heard missionaries talk
about going into jungles to evangelize.
They tell how they take four-wheel drive
vehicles out over treacherous roads, getting stuck time after time, finally pulling
into a little village—exhausted and literally worn out. Sometimes they wait
years before they see the first convert.
One reason for this is the tremendous
peer pressure in a small village.
Studies indicate that people in the cities are more receptive to the gospel than
those living in rural areas. Change is
more acceptable in the cities, since most
city dwellers have already experienced
major changes in culture and lifestyle as
a result of their move to the city. Family
and tribal ties have often been severed
by the transition, and thus group pressure is less evident.

/ see enough talent
and resources in
our churches which,
if tapped for Christ
and world evangelization, could turn
this world upside
down in short order.

I believe God knew we would never
get this job done if we had to keep fording rivers and flying back into the jungles on those little grass airstrips. In
these last days, because God loves these
people, he is bringing them into the cities
where we can reach them with the gospel
more effectively. This tells me that it's
harvest time. It's time to thrust in the
sickle and reap.
The other significant indication of the
world's readiness for harvest is the increasing youth of the world's population. This is the youngest world since
Adam's generation. In most third world
countries, the average age falls between

15 and 25 years. As an example, 50 percent of the population of Mexico City is
under 15 years of age. The easiest and
best time to reach people is while they
are young. As a result, the Muslims, the
Eastern religions and the Christian
church are growing more rapidly than
ever. Often youth are uniquely open to
change.
Are we going to tighten our belts and
dedicate ourselves to evangelization of a
lost world or are we going to leave it up
to the Marxists or the Muslims or some
other religion? The world is open-minded
and spiritually hungry, looking for spiritual reality. There has never been a better day for evangelism than today. The
harvest has never been any more than it
is today. We must respond today, or for
many, it will be forever too late.
The third thing I believe God is saying
to us today is that it is time to develop a
strategy to reach those who are hungry
for the Word of God. In spite of the
tremendous explosion of church growth,
there are still two-and-a-half billion people in the world who have never heard
enough of the gospel to make a rational
decision to accept or reject Jesus Christ.
Unless we change our strategy, four out
of every five non-Christians in the world
will live and die, never having had an
opportunity to come to Christ. We must
discover the unreached people of the
world. Then we must direct our present
missions personnel and resources to
minister to these unreached peoples. We
must also challenge our own young
people as well as national Christians to
become participants in this strategy for
world evangelization. It is not enough
that our great American evangelists
proclaim the gospel worldwide, for their
preaching is meaningless to the unsaved
of other cultures; their message is geared
to North Americans. The only way the
gospel will be meaningful to the unreached of foreign cultures is by our
discovering their culture, lifestyle, and
language and relating the gospel in that
context.
As I go to college and seminary campuses, I am encouraged by the fact that
evangelism and missions are once again
a priority in the minds of young adults.
One professor of missions at a seminary
told me, "I used to have 10 in my classes
on missions. Now I have 110." A few
years ago you could almost count on
your fingers the number of evangelical
seminaries and colleges that had a major
in missions. Now almost every evangelical college and seminary offers either a
major or a minor in missions. The ones
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that do not are knocking themselves out
to add it. They are doing so because of
the demand of students who are in step
with the drumbeat of the Holy Spirit.
It's a new day. The Spirit of God is at
work, and it is time for us to reach the
unreached while we have this tremendous opportunity.
Today 125,000 people will die: one
every time your heart beats. Have you
ever listened to the wails of those who
Dan Deyhle, Nagoya, Japan
have just lost a loved one and did not
have any hope because they did not
know Jesus Christ? I have. It haunts
God has miraculously answered a
you. It keeps you awake at night. Have
prayer of the Brethren in Christ church
you ever observed the torment as they
in Nagoya, Japan. Just weeks after Dan
buried their loved ones with no hope for
and Karen Deyhle wrote to their suptomorrow? It is a horrible thing.
porters requesting prayer for new meeting facilities, God responded with even
I have thought more about this since
more.
our daughter Karen died at Christmas
almost two years ago. She was 22 years
When the Nagoya church-planting
of age and perfectly healthy. She had
venture was first begun in October,
just graduated and come home from col1982, missionaries John and Lucille
lege. A type of meningitis set in one
Graybill opened their home for Sunday
morning. We thought she had a virus.
morning services and other meetings.
But within 48 hours she went to be with
However, their house was in an older
the Lord.
section of the city, making it harder to
Probably most of you have lost loved
find, and the room was too small to
ones, so you know something about the
accommodate 15 people comfortably. It
pain. I must confess that we have never
was decided, therefore, to work with the
experienced anything that hurt more.
existing
situation for no more than two
Our sense of loss has been enormous.
years, then attempt to move somewhere
The thing that has helped us, however, is
more accommodating.
that we know she is not really in the
Since space is at a premium in Japan,
ground. She is more alive than she has
attempts were made to find accommoever been before. One day, if we are true
dations as much as a year in advance.
to God, there is going to be a reunion
Several leads were followed, but nothing
and we will know her more fully and
materialized.
beautifully than we did while she was on
One day when shopping at Sun
earth. This hope takes the horrible sting
Foods, a supermarket in nearby Kiroiout of death.
shi, I discovered a second-floor comShouldn't everybody have that hope?
munity room which could be rented out
Shouldn't every loved one have the
to groups and classes. The room was
opportunity to know that if they believe
spacious, containing a piano, organ,
on the Lord Jesus Christ they will never
kitchen, tables, and chairs. It seemed
die, and that one day there will be a
perfect. However, when inquiries were
reunion in his presence? I believe that
made into renting this room for Sunday
everyone should hear that message and
morning services, we were turned down.
have that hope. In these last 18 months
The search was dropped, and meetings
we have rededicated ourselves to do
continued to be held in the Graybill's
more to get this message to those who
house, with attendance averaging 10 to
do not have that hope.
12 people with no new growth for the
You can help with that task. You can
year.
give to send others, or pray for those
Two weeks after we returned from
who go. Some of you will have the privifurlough (in October) the issue was
lege of going, if you will give all to God.
again discussed. The church leaders
We all must set our spiritual houses in
decided to renew the search. There was
order, that God may use us as he desires.
money in the treasury, and our selfWe must acknowledge the ripeness of
imposed two-year limit for meeting at
the harvest. And we must strive as a
the Graybill's house had now nearly
church to reach with the gospel those
expired. It seemed that the time was
who have not had the opportunity to
right.
hear of Christ. Let us seek to obey the
It was at this time that we wrote to our
voice of God as he speaks to us today. •

God at work in our world

More space, more
growth, more
prayer
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prayer partners asking for prayers on
the matter.
A few places were checked, but there
was nothing available or suitable. Then
on September 30, Mr. and Mrs. Sugata,
lay leaders of the church, paid a visit to
the same supermarket. It now had a new
manager who agreed immediately to
make the facility available for weekly
Sunday meetings and several evenings
during the week if we wanted to begin
some new English classes in the area.
God is faithful. He answers our prayers in ways we can never imagine. It was
almost exactly two years to the date of
our goal for finding a new place. The
rent is a mere $30 (U.S.) per month for
using the place three times a week. More
importantly, Kuroishi is situated right in
the middle of the area that had originally been designated for our ministry.
In fact, Sun Foods is right at one of the
busy intersections with a bus stop and a
large parking lot. It is the hub of seven
communities; within a one mile radius,
there are 6,000 housing units.
Special services had previously been
planned for the Nagoya church for the
very next Sunday. The church members
agreed that the time was right to move
immediately into the new facilities. A
pamphlet was produced to advertise the
special service, the new church location,
weekly worship services, and new English classes. I used our motorcycle to
pass out 2,000 copies in the immediate
area. Within a few days, 30 adults had
signed up for the new English classes.
We prayed that some would also respond to the invitation for Sunday worship. All of us were delighted when 10
new people showed up that first Sunday! The next Sunday added two more
new faces—already doubling our usual
attendance of the past years. We are all
rejoicing. God has richly blessed this
church.
Following the second Sunday, another
2,000 pamphlets were distributed to
another third of the area homes. The
two new English classes were filled
quickly, necessitating a third class. In
total, about 45 new contacts have resulted from these new classes. Interest is
high in these classes, and as a result, our
church has greater exposure in this new
area.
A Christian movie was shown at the
church early in November. An ad on the
Evangelical Visitor

Sun Foods bulletin board brought a few
new people—including some men (as a
rule, Japanese men are hard to reach).
With new people coming, the attendance has remained at more than double
our previous average. Some of the new
attenders are coming regularly.
It is encouraging to see the core of
Christians of the Nagoya church rising
to meet the challenge of welcoming,
involving, and visiting the new people.
Our people recognize that they are not
equal to the task. We all need our direction from the Lord. Their response has
been to pray. Several church members
are meeting weekly for prayer. These
meetings which begin at 10 a.m. often
last three hours or longer.
We praise the Lord that the missionaries are not initiating all of the changes.
Instead, this group is really working
together. Pray for continued growth—
both numerically and spiritually. There
are troubles too; the devil is working
very hard on some of the very ones who
seemed to be moving close to accepting
the Lord. Pray that Satan will be bound
and that these people will choose to follow Christ.

Worship at seminar
is therapeutic
Marshall Poe, Nicaragua
My second pastoral training seminar
in eastern Nicaragua held in October
was another success for which I praise
God. Thirty-two pastors and leaders
representing 14 congregations in that
area were in attendance. Interest in
studying and self-improvement remains
good. The fellowship and informal sharing becomes richer and more meaningful each time. Such fellowship is an
important component of the spiritual
formation of these leaders. In character
with the Nicaraguan style, the singing is
with gusto and the nightly preaching by
seminar participants is generally outstanding. One evening, pastor Juan
Garcia preached for 50 minutes holding
everyone spellbound—sometimes laughing and sometimes almost crying.
Even though I tell them and thank
them, I don't think they realize how
enriching and therapeutic their worship
times are for me as their teacher.
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"Spiritual grandparents" and other
reports from
Zimbabwe
Jake Shenk, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe
It took three ministers baptizing simultaneously nearly an hour to baptize
the 253 converts at the joint baptismal
service of the urban churches of Bulawayo. At Mpopoma, one of the participating churches, a special service was
held the following Sunday to welcome
those of the congregation who had been
baptized. In order to assure the nurture
of these young Christians, we asked for
two volunteers to adopt each new convert as their spiritual child. These persons are to visit, counsel, instruct, and
pray for their adopted "child."
Many are taking their task seriously.
One man who was newly converted last
year volunteered to care for the nurture
of a new convert this year. When this
man volunteered, the man who had
been his spiritual parent during the past

"I asked God for
seven tutors"
Esther Spurrier, Bbombo, Zambia
The last seminar I conducted had
been too well-attended. I had asked for
no more than 10 tutor trainees, but a
total of 17 had turned up, and I felt they
were more than I could effectively handle in a two-day seminar. So when I
agreed to go to Bbombo, I again stressed,
"No more than 10, please!" Privately, I
asked God for no more than seven.
When I arrived in the morning, the
little church was full, including several
benches of children, and I groaned
inwardly. I explained that this was not
just a regular church service, but that we
were here for the special task of learning
how to teach people to read the Bible.
No one left, so we began. The children
were very attentive, causing no disruption. Our classes continued until late
afternoon, with only a short break for
ibbawatu (a drink). As the evening
came, the lay leaders and I walked to
several villages and visited. After a late
supper, we had an even later church
service of sharing, preaching, and lots of
special music.

year stood and announced, "Now I am a
grandparent. I will be a grandparent to
the new convert." He then gave a testimony of how he had visited his "son"
last year and had helped him in his spiritual growth.
Church leaders are greatly encouraged by the improvement in financial
stewardship evidenced in the church
members of the Mpopoma church. We
began raising funds to buy new benches
and enlarge the sanctuary. We raised
over $5,000 to completely pay for the
benches. At the service of dedication,
520 people were present and an offering
of nearly $ 1400 was received plus pledges
of $350. Such giving is unprecedented
among the Zimbabwean churches.
Although the political situation has
improved in Zimbabwe, there is still
some intimidation and detention. One
of our pastors was beaten and then disappeared. After six months of detention, he was released. Praise the Lord!
Three others who were imprisoned were
also released recently. Pray that our
church people in the rural areas will
have courage to meet for worship and be
strong in the midst of opposition.

It had been a long, hot day, and I was
tired. As I headed off to bed, I again held
conversation with God, "If you couldn't
see fit to limit the number, please give
me the grace and patience to finish the
task well." We had decided to start early
the next morning so we could finish by
noon and the men could go to look for
water for the cattle, which had not
drunk in two days. I welcomed an early
start to take advantage of a little bit of
the coolness.
There was good responsiveness and
hard work among some of the group in
the little church. And I was feeling better
about things. But God waited to give his
final answer to me until it was time for
each trainee to take an oral examination
to receive his or her tutor certificate.
Only seven—those seven who were the
best—came to be examined! As I handed
out the certificates, I told the group that
before I came I had asked God for seven
tutors from this church and that he had
granted that request. They also thanked
God for his faithfulness.
God also answered prayer in the provision of a small van for me to use. I had
long felt the need for someone who
could help me, but with all my stuff on
the back of the Honda, I could not carry
an extra person. Now I can look for that
person to help.
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Allegheny Conference
The Cedar Heights congregation, Mill Hall,
Pa., announces Rev. J o h n and Lucille Graybill
and Mr. and Mrs. Masahi Tange shared recently
with them in both the Sunday school and worship
hours. • Twenty-four persons received perfect
attendance awards given recently by the Five
Forks congregation, Waynesboro, Pa.
Opportunity was given to the Hanover, Pa.,
congregation, to hire the youth for yard work and
other chores. All funds earned were used toward
purchasing new uniforms for the quiz team. • The
Montgomery congregation, Mercersburg, Pa., received $6,500 in offering and pledges at their Rally
Day, Oct. 21. A week of deeper life services was
also begun with Dr. Henry Ginder as the speaker.
Rev. Lynn Thrush was the speaker for the spiritual renewal meetings held by the Mt. Rock congregation, Shippensburg, Pa. • The Spring Hope
congregation, Fishertown, Pa., announces their
fall revival was held Oct. 16-21. The evangelist was
Rev. L. W. Barbee f r o m Evangelical Faith Missions, Spartansville, S.C.

Atlantic Conference
The Conoy (Elizabethtown), Cross Roads (Mt.
Joy), and Elizabethtown, Pa., congregations jointly sponsored a week of spiritual renewal on Nov.
11-18. The guest speaker was Dr. F r a n k Stanger,
Asbury Seminary. • A Surprise Dinner Fellowship was held on Sunday, Nov. 4, by the Cross
Roads congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa.

ship Day at the Lancaster, Pa., church on Saturday, Nov. 10. Dr. Harold Burgess, Asbury Seminary, was the featured speaker.

Pacific Congregation
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Rev. and Mrs. Steven Martin

Rev. and Mrs. Steven Martin were installed as
the pastoral couple of the Mastersonville congregation, Manheim, Pa., on Wednesday, Oct. 4.
Bishop Byers conducted the service.

Canadian Conference
A missions conference was conducted by the
Bridlewood congregation, Agincourt, Ont., on
Oct. 19-21. Presentations were given by Jim and
Doris Cober, Gord and Susie Gilmore, and Allan
Wideman.
The youth of the Houghton congregation,
Langton, Ont., planned and served a spaghetti
dinner. Funds were put toward the building fund.
• A new organ was purchased by the Ridgemount
congregation, Hamilton, Ont. A recital was held
by Peter Lemmond, guest organist.
Dr. Henry Ginder conducted spiritual life services for the Rosebank congregation, Petersburg,
Ont. on Nov. 7-11. • The Springvale congregation,
Hagersville, Ont., held their fall revival services
Nov. 18-25. Rev. J o h n Sider was the speaker.

Central Conference

Rev. and Mrs. Cyrus Lutz

On August 25, family and friends of Rev. &
Mrs. Cyrus Lutz came together for the celebration
of their fiftieth wedding anniversary. This pastoral
couple served the church for more than forty
years. They gave leadership at Refton and Pequea
for nearly thirty years. Other pastorates were in
Virginia and Michigan. Cyrus served the church
for many years as a member of the Ministerial and
Examining Board.
Missions Week was observed recently by the
Mount Pleasant congregation. Mount Joy, Pa.
Guest speakers were Joe and Marietta Smith,
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter, Ray Sider and
Glenn Schwartz.
On Sunday afternoon, Nov. 4, Ken Letner led a
seminar for teachers and Christian education
leaders in the Holden Park congregation, Orlando,
Fl. Ken was also the morning worship speaker. •
Twenty-three leaders participated in the Leader-
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seminar was held by the Bethany congregation,
Thomas, Ok., on Monday, Nov. 19.
The Mountain View congregation, Colorado
Springs, Co., has been making a study of the
various cults during the Sunday evening services. •
A total of $201 was earned by one of the Sunday
school classes of the Rosebank congregation,
Hope, Ks. The money was given to missions.

Five persons were baptized recently by the
Amherst congregation, Massillon, Oh. • Members
of the congregation helped to remodel the Christian education unit of the Beulah Chapel Church,
Springfield, Oh.
Recent guests of the Fairview congregation,
Englewood, Oh., were Dr. and Mrs. James Stern,
sharing in an evening service. • On Sunday, Nov.
11, six persons were received into the Highland
congregation, West Milton, Oh.
D o n Shafer shared in a weekend of meetings
with the Pleasant Hill, Oh., congregation. The
theme for the meetings was "The Dynamics of the
Christian Faith." • Eleven persons were received
into membership by the Sheboygan congregation,
Wi., on Sunday, Nov. 11. The group also celebrated 25 years of services with various activities
during the month of November.

During the missions month program of the Labish congregation, Salem, Or., telephone contact
was made with Ray Sider at Timber Bay Children's Home, Saskatchewan. The contact served
to better understand the nature of home missions.
• Missionaries Joe and Marietta Smith shared
with the Ontario, Ca., congregation on Wednesday, Dec. 12. A potluck meal was held preceding
the service.
The Redwood Country Church, Grants Pass.
Or., held a farewell and baby shower for Ed and
Dayle Lauber and son, Matthew. The Laubers
have returned to West Africa where they serve
with Wycliffe Bible Translators. • Fourteen artists
f r o m the Upland, Ca., church, presented an evening of music to the congregation on Sunday,
Nov. 4. A reception followed the evening program.

For The Record...
Births
Agee: Crystal Alene, Nov. 14; Michael and
Olive (Rupright) Agee, Bethel Merrill congregation, Mi.
Allcorn: Brittany Rachelle, Sept. 6; Bob and
Sharon Allcorn, Sandia congregation, N M .
Andrus: Kathryn Mae, Nov. 5; Neal and Kelly
(Royer) Andrus, Cedar Heights congregation, Pa.
Book: Sarah Elizabeth, Oct. 13; Glenn and
Jean Book, Abilene congregation, Ks.
Bryant: Christopher Benjamin, Nov. 8; Doyle
and Leslie Bryant, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Byler: A m a n d a Joy, Oct. 15; Bruce and Rhoda
(Kindy) Byler, Bethel Merrill congregation, Mi.
Charles: Sylvia Marie, Oct. 12; Melvin and
Elva Charles, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Deck: Terence Alan, Sept. 24; Alan and P a m
Deck, Bethany congregation, Ok.
Etter: Joshua David, Oct. 4; Jeff and Sue Etter,
Pleasant Hill congregation, Oh.
Frey: Christopher Scott, Oct. 16; Ted and Dot
Frey, Manor congregation, Pa.
Grove: Sylvia Marie, Oct. 12; Jay and Peggy
Grove, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.

Midwest Conference

Heise: Sara Michelle, Sept. 24; Doyle and
Joyce Heise, Bridlewood congregation, Ont.

Forty-eight persons f r o m the Abilene, Rosebank, and Zion, Ks., congregations attended a
church growth dinner recently. The speakers
included Dale Shaw, Charles Norman, Warren
H o f f m a n and Gene Blessing. • An estate planning

Hess: Cameron Nathaniel, Oct. 25; Curtis and
Cynthia Hess, Maytown congregation, Pa.
Hissong: Tyler Allen, Sept. 28; Greg and Trish
Hissong, Antrim congregation, Pa.
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Holland: Ian Fredric, June 15; Steven and
Mary Holland, Wheaton, II.

Pa., Nov. 10 in the Antrim Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Wilbur Benner officiating.

Brethren in Christ Church. Interment was in the
Bertie Cemetery.

Hollinger: Cameron Seth, Oct. 5; Leonard and
Cheryl Hollinger, M a n o r congregation, Pa.

Shew-Spalding: Leann Spalding and Brian
Shew, Oct. 27 in the Hollowell Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Robert Byers officiating.

Engle: Elsie Lois Wagaman Engle, Upland,
Ca., born July 20, 1901, near Abilene, Ks., died
Oct. 22,1984. She was the daughter of Bishop and
Mrs. J. H. Wagaman. On April 15, 1926, she was
married to Paul E. Engle who survives. Also surviving are two daughters: Eloise Ray and Nancy
Burns; five grandchildren; and a brother, Raymond. She was a member of the Waukena
Brethren in Christ Church where she taught Sunday school. Rev. J o h n Snook conducted the funeral service in the Upland Brethren in Christ
Church.

Homsher: Donald Jr., Nov. 7; Donald and
Kelly Homsher, Refton congregation, Pa.
Howe: Clayton Robert, Oct. 15; Carl and
Jackie Howe, Five Forks congregation, Pa.
Kibler: Drew Michael, Oct. 15; Wendell and
Patty Kibler, M a n o r congregation, Pa.
Mailloux: Matthew Allen, Nov. 6; Rick and
Bonnie Mailloux, Christian Union congregation,
In.
Miller: Becky Lynn and Kendra Lee, Nov. 11;
Rodney and Nettie Miller, Refton congregation,
Pa.
Mohr: Chester David, Oct. 19; Jim and Audrey Mohr, Mountain View congregation, Co.
Nowell: Heather Renee, May 6; Roger and
Pattie Nowell, Hollowell congregation, Pa.
O'Brien: Candace Jo-anne, Oct 5; Rick and
Cindie O'Brien, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Reese: Sarah Marie, Oct. 8; Mike and Shellee
Reese, Upland congregation, Ca.
Stayman: Kristen Mae, Oct. 25; Larry and
Judy Stayman, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Walmsley: Daniel George, Oct. 14; D o n and
J a n Walmsley, Waynesboro congregation, Pa.
Witmer: A m b e r Nicole, Aug. 24; Sid and
Sharon Witmer, Hollowell congregation, Pa.
Wuster: Alan Jason, Sept. 23; A1 and Carolyn
Wuster, Sherkston congregation, Ont.

Weddings
Frey-Bender: Heidi Joy, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. J. Warren Bender, Willow Street, Pa., and
M a r k Eugene, son of Mr. and Mrs. Allan R. Frey,
Washington Boro, Pa., Oct. 13 in the Manor
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J o h n Hawbaker officiating.
Gable-Sider: D o n n a Lynne, daughter of Morris and Leone Sider, and Eric Lewis, son of Mrs.
Ursula Richardson and Theodore Gable, Aug. 25
in the Grantham Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Robert Ives and the bride's father officiating.
Hock-Wert: Sheila, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
George Wert, and Glenn, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Laban Hock, September 15 in the Carlisle Brethren
in Christ Church with Dr. Elbert Smith officiating.
Kanode-Hoffman: Janet Sue, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Richard Hoffman, East Patchogue, NY,
and J o h n , son of Mr. and Mrs. Amos Kanode,
Oct. 28 in East Patchogue with Rev. Ralph
Palmer and Father Michael Connolly officiating.
Kline-Eichelberger: Bonnie Eichelberger and
Barry Kline, Oct. 21 in the Hollowell Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Robert Byers officiating.
McCabe-Mewett: Michelle, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Mewett, and Daniel, son of Mr.
and Mrs. McCabe, both of Scarborough, Ont.,
Sept. 22 in the Bendale Bible Chapel, Scarborough.
Myers-Spangler: Sue Spangler and Dwight
Myers, Aug. 25 in the Hollowell Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Robert Crider officiating.
Sanders-Crist: Sherry, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. J o h n Crist, Greencastle, Pa., and Barry, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Sanders, Waynesboro,
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Witmer-Burkholder: Judy Lynn, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Burkholder, Washington
Boro, Pa., and Lewis R., son of Mr. and Mrs.
Lewis R. Witmer Sr., Millersville, Pa., Oct. 20 in
the Manor Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
J o h n Hawbaker officiating.
Witmer-Lenhert: Barbara, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. P. Galen Lenhert, Nashville, Tn., and R.
Lamar, son of Mr. and Mrs. Luke Witmer, Mount
Joy, Pa., May 19 in the Mountville Mennonite
Church, Pa., with grandfather of the bride, Rev.
Samuel Brubaker, and uncle of the groom, Rev.
David Shenk officiating.

Obituaries
Braulin: Otto Braulin, Wainfleet, Ont., born
Sept. 29, 1899, died Sept. 21, 1984. He is survived
by a son, Bill; two grandchildren; and one greatgrandchild. He was preceded in death by his wife
in 1983. Interment was in the Pleasant View
Cemetery.
Ebersole: Donald Clifford Ebersole, Welland,
Ont., born July 20, 1940, died Oct. 20, 1984. He
was the son of Clifford and Dora Ebersole. He is
survived by his wife, Betty; two sons: Darrell and
Kevin; two daughters: Jeanette Ebersole and
Luanne Guimmonette; five step-children; and
eight grandchildren. Revs. Greg Funk and Arthur
Heise conducted the funeral service in the Bertie
Kanode: Isaac S. Kanode, Elizabethtown, Pa.,
born Oct. 28,1914, in Martinsburg, Pa., died Sept.
27, 1984. He was the son of Avery O. and Fannie
R. Stern Kanode. He was married to Maybelle
Carper Kanode who survives. He is also survived
by three daughters: Pauline Allison, Joanne Kanode, and Beth Sider; five grandchildren; two
brothers; and five sisters. He was a member of the
Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ Church where
the funeral service was
conducted by Dr. Luke
Keefer Jr. and Bishop
C. B. Byers. A second
service was conducted
in Martinsburg by Revs.
Andrew Slagenweit and
Henry Hostetter. Interment was in the Fairview Cemetery.
Tributes to Rev. Isaac S. Kanode
Our lives have been blessed by the influence of
Isaac Kanode, who loved the Lord and was a
devout servant of the church. He began his ministry in 1939 and was actively involved in pastoral
ministry until 1982. Even after his retirement, he
still served in many areas as guest preacher or as a
Sunday school teacher at his home congregation.
Brother Isaac was a pioneer in church planting,
for he was the founding pastor of Eight Square
Chapel. He then pastored churches at Woodbury,
Hummelstown, Manheim, and Shenks. During
these pastoral years, he preached numerous revival meetings, and he also served as Executive
Secretary of Home Missions. He was a charter
member of the Spring Lake Retreat Board of
Directors.
He was a m a n who loved and cared about peo-

Eyster: Miriam Grove Eyster, Thomas, Oh.,
born April 7, 1890, near Abilene, Ka., died May
27, 1984. She was the daughter of Milton and
Fannie Engle. She was married to Ray Eyster who
survives. Also surviving are 7 children: Naomi
Cassel, Agnes, Vera, Melvin, Alma Deck, Lela
Engle, and Ira Eyster; 25 grandchildren; and 23
great-grandchildren. She was a member of the
Bethany Brethren in Christ Church where the f u neral service was conducted by Revs. Charles
Rickel and Warren Hoffman. Interment was in
the Bethany Cemetery.
Gharet: Vivian R. Gharet, born Nov. 18, 1926,
died Oct. 27, 1984, in the Lock Haven Hospital,
Pa. She was the daughter of T h o m a s F. and Edna
Specht Butler. She was married to J o h n Gharet
who preceded her in death in April 1983. She is
survived by three foster daughters: Mrs. Daniel
Force, Mrs. Samuel Snyder and Margaret Bower;
a daughter-in-law, Dorothy Butler; a brother;
three sisters; and seven grandchildren. Rev. J o h n
L. Bundy conducted the funeral service. Interment
was in the Cedar Hill Cemetery.
pie. He was never too busy to listen, and he carefully considered how to respond. He was ready to
help at almost any cost. Many were the times when
he "reached into his own pocket" to make his
involvement in ministry possible. Today many
persons give thanks to God that the shadow of
Isaac Kanode's ministry fell across their lives.
It has been my privilege to be personally
involved with our brother in Atlantic Conference
ministries. He was greatly concerned about church
growth, and he gave many hours in helping get
new churches started. His insight and counsel will
be missed.
J o h n A. Byers
Board of Bishops
During many years of serving Brethren in
Christ Missions, Brother Isaac Kanode was to me
indeed, a "Partner in the Gospel." We spent many
days and nights together; he was a genuine companion in faith and love.
I knew him as a gentle gentleman. He was a
compassionate and faithful partner. As a district
administrator, I many times went to him for
advice and counsel. He was a cautious man of
good judgment.
He also did creative thinking on new projects.
One day while traveling on the New Jersey turnpike, we discussed beginning Voluntary Service
for the Brethren in Christ Church. The notes he
made that day were the basis for recommendations to our General Conference which initiated
the Voluntary Service program. Over the years
this program has involved many many persons in
ministry.
His Bible study skills would have been valuable
to us during the years of his retirement, if he would
have been spared to us.
Henry A. Ginder
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No Longer
Zero, Zero, Zero!
by Jim and Brenda Scott
Every year as the time approached for budget approval, members of our
congregation would ask, "How are we going to pay for these Conference
debts (assessments)?' We would look in the General Conference Minutes,
and at the line for the DeRossett Brethren in Christ Church we would
always see zero, zero, zero.
How very discouraging. Many people resented this Conference tax. And
each year we seemed to be farther and farther behind. And, being human,
we were burdened by this seemingly never ending, outstanding balance.
But praise the Lord, Cooperative Ministries and Mission came into
being!
Pastor Glenn Hensel wanted our people, old and young alike, to fully
understand Cooperative Ministries and Mission. But who could help us
latch hold of the idea—especially when we were three years behind with
our assessments?
Isn't it just like the Lord to send someone who understands you and is
able to relate to you? David Buckwalter and Henry Miller came as representatives from the Central Conference Stewardship Promotion Committee to explain the program. Some of us caught on, but others didn't seem to
digest the information. But we all decided to carefully consider Cooperative Ministries and Mission.
One Sunday Pastor Hensel asked each person in our congregation to
take a small card with Faith Promise instructions on it. He suggested that
we pray earnestly, asking the Lord just what amount he would have us give
in faith, believing that he would supply. After praying and waiting for the
Lord to answer, we were asked to place the cards, signed or unsigned, in the
offering plate.
Now, keep in mind all those zeros. Here are the results, Number one:
One person gave a gift of love. And that gift was more than sufficient to
cover all the outstanding assessments. That load was lifted from the hearts
of many people in our little church on the hill.
Number two: When all the faith promises were added up, the people of
our congregation showed a willingness to give double the amount we never
could keep up with before. Praise the Lord! The Budget Committee had a
time of much rejoicing.
Even today, our people, some just children, testify as to how the Lord
has provided their Faith Promise. Each experience is unique. The Lord has
truly blessed his DeRossett family.
Maybe we haven't always felt a part of the brotherhood. We're just a
small church, far away from the majority of the Central Conference
churches. But we serve the same Lord—one that promises to meet all our
needs. Our new willingness of heart to be of service to the Lord has fanned
smoldering embers into bright flames. As we have become involved with
the whole church through Cooperative Ministries and Mission, prayers,
praise, and power have set our strength soaring.
Cooperative Ministries and Mission is a fantastic program. We are
seeing it as an instrument which will involve more people in freewill giving.
Our total gift is carefully laid aside each week and our treasurer mails in the
check each month. We have learned that by faith, love, and obedience, the
Lord will supply.
Coming next month—some things to keep in mind as you review
your will.
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Hadden: Daniel J. Hadden, born April 11,
1931, in Flint, Mi., died Oct. 22, 1984. He was
married to Shirley Bundy Hadden who survives.
Also surviving are a son, Morris J., and a daughter, Marie Elaine. Rev. W. C. Jones conducted the
funeral service.
Kimmel: Lucille A. Kimmel, Carlisle, Pa., born
Sept. 29, 1919, died Aug. 20, 1984 in the Carlisle
Hospital. She was married to Paul L. Kimmel who
survives. She is also survived by a stepdaughter,
Lois A. McKeon; a stepson, J o h n F.; and a sister,
Gertrude Hurley. She was a member of the Messiah Village Brethren in Christ Church. Rev.
Avery Musser conducted the funeral service.
Interment was in the Camp Hill Cemetery.
Lady: Paul Revere Lady, Thomas, Ok., born
Aug. 25, 1906, near Abilene, Ks., died Aug. 14,
1984. He was the son of Samuel J. and Mary Olive
Frey Lady. He was married to Mary Eyster who
survives. He is also survived by a daughter, Arlene
Steckley; four grandsons; a brother, Samuel; and
two sisters: Minnie Engle and Eunice Wingert. He
was a member of the Bethany Brethren in Christ
Church. Rev. Charles Rickel conducted the funeral service. Interment was in the Bethany Cemetery.
McWilliams: Hope Ruth McWilliams, born
Feb. 2, 1900, in Harrisburg, Pa., died Oct. 26,
1984, in Upland, Ca. She is survived by a sister,
Sarah Asper. She was a member of the Upland
Brethren in Christ Church and served as a home
missionary at Granville, Pa., and North Star,
Sask. Revs. J o h n Snook and Alvin Burkholder
conducted the funeral service. Entombment was in
Bellevue Mausoleum.
Myers: George S. Myers, Greencastle, Pa.,
born Nov. 15, 1906, died Aug. 29, 1984, in the
Chambersburg Hospital, Pa. He was the son of
Rev. Jacob M. and Anna Sollenberger Myers. He
was married to Hilda Null Myers who survives.
Also surviving are a daughter, Sally Lee; two
grandchildren; a sister, Bertha Licti; and a brother,
Clarence. Rev. Wilbur Benner conducted the funeral service in the Antrim Brethren in Christ
Church. Interment was in Cedar Hill Cemetery.
Pyke: Roy W. Pyke, Abilene, Ks., born Aug. 9,
1906, died Sept. 15, 1984. He is survived by his
wife, Ruth; two sons: Kenneth and Ralph; four
grandsons; three great-grandchildren; and two sisters: Ethal Darwin and Elsie Davis. The funeral
service was conducted by Rev. Roger Charman.
Interment was in the Abilene Cemetery.
Wingerd: Ruth Malinda Bowers Wingerd, Ramona, Ks., born March 7, 1903, died Nov. 20,
1984, in Upland, Ca. She was married to Asa
Wingerd who preceded her in death in 1952. She is
survived by six sons: Paul, Titus, Eldon, Roy,
Dale, and Edgar; five daughters: Edna Hart, Cora
Scholtz, Carol Hastings, Fern Duke and Miriam
Krueger; and two sisters. She was a member of the
Upland Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral was conducted by Revs. J o h n Snook, Alvin
Burkholder, and Cecil Plank. A second service
was conducted in the Rosebank Brethren in Christ
Church, Ks., by Rev Jesse Dourte. Interment was
in the Rosebank Cemetery.
Wolgemuth: Eli M. Wolgemuth, born Nov. 14,
1901, in Mount Joy, Pa., died Nov. 8, 1984. He
was married to Almeda Engle who preceded him
in death. He is survived by two daughters: Marian
Fasnacht and Ardis Santos; a son, Alvin; four
brothers; and four sisters. Revs. Dale H. Engle
and Richard Long conducted the funeral service in
Cross Roads Brethren in Christ Church. Interment was in the Cross Roads Cemetery.
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MCC recommends supplementary
crisis response to Ethiopian famine
An appeal for blankets, continued
food shipments and a commitment to
long-term solutions for hunger are the
main features of a supplementary Ethiopia crisis response recommended for
the first half of 1985, according to Tim
Lind, Mennonite Central Committee
Africa co-secretary.
The response, valued at $3 million,
follows the visit to Ethiopia and Sudan
by Ray Brubacher of Elmira, Ont.,
former MCC Africa secretary.
The plan includes short, medium and
long-term responses to the Ethiopian
situation. Lind notes that "our submission of a six-month supplementary plan
reflects the difficulty of knowing how
and when other agencies will respond. It
also reflects our long-term commitment
to the region and our conviction that
now is the time to address environmental and reconciliation concerns as well as
immediate relief measures."
Returning from a three-week tour of
the famine areas, Brubacher noted that
MCC response has been timely and critically needed. Flour supplied through
MCC arrived in Makele, Ethiopia via
Russian and British transport planes 15
days after relief rations had been depleted. "The timing of this arrival was
providential and undoubtedly saved
many lives," Brubacher reports. "It just
felt awfully good to see that MCC name
on the bags of food."
While emergency relief will continue
to be required for some time, Brubacher
says that food aid is only a short-term
response to a complicated situation.
"The obvious urgent issue is peace and
Mennonite Central Committee
has released a new slide set on the
food situation in Ethiopia, titled
"Famine in Ethiopia: MCC Update. "
Slides for the set were taken by
Bob Hovde, MCC country representative in Ethiopia, in early November when he and Ray Brubacher
traveled in the famine region. The
30-frame slide set and accompanying script are available for free loan
from all MCC offices.
January 1985

stability. This will require negotiation
rather than bullets. Until this happens,
there is little hope. Stability is a prerequisite to extensive programs of reforestation, agriculture and improved marketing systems."
An urgent appeal is being made for
$210,000 and 30,000 donated blankets
to enable MCC to send 80,000 blankets
to Ethiopia. Two-thirds of this total will
be children's blankets.
Over 5,000 donated quilts and blankets were shipped December 3, and
MCC is in process of purchasing an
additional 10,000 blankets that will be
flown immediately to food distribution
centers where many lack shelter. The
remaining donated and purchased blankets will be shipped to Ethiopia.
An additional 4,000 metric tons of
MCC Canadian wheat worth over

$500,000 was scheduled to leave Montreal for Ethiopia early in December.
Other immediate proposed responses
include funding for internal transport of
food and $40,000 to finance the construction of a food warehouse in Makele.
The plan also calls for the purchasing
of agricultural tools and training Ethiopians in small tool production in rural
Tigray, Ethiopia. MCC would plan to
purchase $50,000 worth of seed for
farmers waiting for the next rains.
MCC is investigating the possibility
of operating its own feeding centers in
Ethiopia.
A long-term proposed emphasis for
MCC program in Ethiopia includes a
focus on peacemaking as well as agriculture and environment programs. MCC
is supporting efforts to end the Ethiopian conflict and is investigating involvement in programs to restore food
production in Ethiopia.
This proposal is in addition to the
ongoing MCC program related to the
Ethiopian crisis. Seventeen MCC workers are located in Ethiopia and neighboring Sudan, which is home for nearly
750,000 Ethiopia refugees.

Ethiopian man in camp near distribution center in Makele wraps in blanket to keep
warm. MCC is launching a drive to send 80,000 blankets to Ethiopia for displaced
people.
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Messiah College
News
Focus on Wholeness goal achieved
The College Advancement Office is
pleased to announce that they have
reached their goal in pledges for the college's ambitious $7.5 million Focus on
Wholeness Campaign to raise funds for
Sollenberger Sports Center, financial
aid endowment, and the renovation of
Old Main. Steel beams are now going
up on the long-awaited sports center,
and Old Main is scheduled to undergo a
summer-long restoration project.
In addition to the many individuals
who contributed generously and sacrificially to the campaign, substantial grants
were received from The Kresge Foundation, The J. Howard Pew Freedom
Trust, and The Christian A. Johnson
Endeavor Foundation.
President Hostetter reappointed
Messiah College President Dr. D.
Ray Hostetter was unanimously appointed to another three-year term of
service (July 1, 1985 to June 30, 1988)
during the fall meeting of the Board of
Trustees. President of Messiah since
1964, Dr. Hostetter has the longest
tenure of any active college or university
president in Pennsylvania.
Speakers available
More than 30 Messiah College faculty members and administrators have
pooled their areas of expertise in the
Messiah College Speakers Bureau, a
service available to churches and civic
om organizations. Topics range frDating and Courtship to The Disciplined
Life, and from The Central American
Church to Christian Perspectives on
War and Peace.
To schedule a speaker or to obtain a
copy of the brochure "Messiah College
Speakers and Programs," please contact
Mrs. Susan Getty, Messiah College Communications Office, Grantham, PA
17027; (717) 766-2511.
Exploring missions
Approximately 100 Messiah College
students attended Urbana '84 in Illinois
from December 26 to January 1. This
biennial missions conference sponsored
by InterVarsity attracts at least 16,000
college students interested in learning
more about opportunities as short-term,
avocational, or vocational missionaries.
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During January Term at Messiah's
Grantham Campus, urban ministries is
the focus of college chapel services with
a goal of making each student aware of
the need for mission personnel. Rev.
Grafton Forbes of Pilgrim Chapel and
Dr. Donald Zook, Professor of Management and Business, are among the
January Term chapel speakers.
To further increase student knowledge of missions, a campus-wide Missions Conference is being held January
14 to 18, with the Food Service Office
preparing meals from Africa, China,
India, Italy, and Russia on the day that a
missionary from each of these countries
serves as a resource person.
To apply this mission awareness practically, many students will again be
involved in work/ mission projects during Spring Break. Groups will be going
to the Bronx, New York; Washington,
D.C.; Jackson, Mississippi; and Boston,
Massachusetts; as well as participating
in outreach activities sponsored by
Campus Crusade and the Christian College Coalition.
Register now
Registrations are now being accepted
for ministers and their spouses planning
to attend the 20th Annual Ministers
Conference at Messiah College, February 12 and 13. Dr. Kenneth Kinghorn,
Academic Dean at Asbury Theological
Seminary's E. Stanley Jones School of
World Missions, is the keynote speaker.
For more information, please contact

Dr. Luke Keefer, Jr. at Messiah College.
The price is right
Total fixed costs (tuition, fees, room,
and board) are $7,280 per Messiah College student during the 1984-1985 academic year. According to The College
Entrance Board's The College Cost Book
1984-1985, this is several hundred dollars less than the average fixed costs at
other four-year private institutions.
Financial aid is available to qualified
Messiah College students. This financial
aid helps to bridge the gap between college costs and student financial resources. Write to Beulah Heisey, Assistant Director of Financial Aid, Messiah
College, Grantham, PA 17027, for the
free brochure, "Financial Aid at Messiah College."
High school seniors . . .
Now is the time to apply for admission to Messiah College for September
1985.
High school juniors . . .
Plan to attend one of the College Preview Days or Department Days in February and March.
Preview Days: Monday, Feb. 18;
Saturday, Mar. 2
Department Days: Monday, Feb. 4—
Natural Science Department
Friday, Feb. 8—Business and Math
Departments
Friday, Feb. 22—Nursing Department

Sports update
Goalie Annette Mullen of Duncannon, Pennsylvania, is one of three Messiah College field hockey players named
to the Mitchell & Ness Mid-Atlantic
Regional Ail-American Field Hockey
Team selected from players in both Division I and Division III. Mullen is also
one of six Messiah players named to the
Northwest League All Star Team within
the Middle Atlantic Conference. The
field hockey team finished their outstanding season 20-1, losing only to
Bloomsburg University in the final round
of the NCAA National Division III
Championship Tournament.
Fall honors also went to soccer forward David Brandt of Grantham who
was named to the Northern Division
Middle Atlantic Conference Soccer
Team.
David Brandt, soccer forward
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Farmers confront agricultural
crisis at first-ever conference
Farmers representing Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ farming communities
throughout North America decided to
organize themselves to help each other
at the end of their first-ever conference
Nov. 26-28 at Laurelville Mennonite
Church Center near Mt. Pleasant, Pa.
The farmer's immediate concern was
financial. Like many other farmers in
the United States and Canada, they are
suffering the effects of high interest rates
and low commodity prices. Some are
being driven off their land, including
several farmers at the conference who
are facing mortage foreclosure and bankruptcy.
But there were other concerns as well:
how Christian faith relates to farming,
taking good care of the land, world
hunger, preserving the family farm, passing the land on to future generations,
and others.
Planners of the conference, which
they titled "Faith and Farming," were
somewhat startled at the interest shown
in the event.
Nearly 150 farmers—many more than
expected—showed up. They came from
13 states and three provinces and represented six Mennonite and related groups—
Mennonite, General Conference Mennonite, Mennonite Brethren, Brethren
in Christ, Church of the Brethren, and
Beachy Amish.
And dozens of local and national
media people found their way to the
retreat center. At one point, reporters
and camera crews from four television
stations in nearby Pittsburgh and Johnstown—including one which helicoptered
into Laurelville—were all vying for interviews at the same time.
New York Times correspondent Bill
Robyns, who stayed for the whole event,
said the media was interested in the conference because the current troubles of
North American farmers seemed to be
affecting even the Mennonites, who are
known for their agrarian way of life and
their success in farming.
"We are people of the land," said
Iowa pastor Roy Kauffman in the opening worship service. "But now some of
us are losing our land." He called on
Mennonite farmers to boldly stand together and take charge of their own
communities again. "The land belongs
to God and we are his stewards of it," he
Laurelville program director Levi MilJanuary 1985

ler noted that although the percentage
of Mennonites who are in agriculture
has dropped in the past decade from 33
to 15, it is still much higher than the
current U.S. percentage of 3. Participants agreed that Mennonites have much
experience and expertise to offer North
American agriculture in this crisis period.
Several farmers were asked to speak
on the faith issues they face in their
work. Leon Good, a dairy farmer in
Lititz, Pa., listed six things that make
him wince with pain: the temptation to
accumulate assets, the temptation to
arrogance ("look what my hands have
wrought!"), loss of prime farm land
("will our final crop be asphalt?"), erosion of the soil, passing on the land to
future farmers, and family problems
resulting from financial pressures and
overwork.
"It hurts to see people losing their
farms," said Ted Eash, a pastor-farmer
from Bristol, Ind. "It hurts to see good
Mennonite families breaking up under
the pressure and conscientious farmers
ruining their health through overwork."
John Sikma, a leader of the Christian
Farmers Federation of Ontario, urged

the Mennonites to organize themselves.
He said when Christian farmers band
together, not only as a lobbying group
but as "a voice crying in the wilderness,"
they can help each other speak to government about farm policy, and demonstrate Christian stewardship of the land.
Gordon Hunsberger, a retired Mennonite farmer in Cambridge, Ont., and a
member of the Christian Farmers Federation, presented five models for organizing Mennonite farmers.
A structure committee appointed on
the first day of the conference then studied the models carefully and recommended a combination of two of the
models: that a Farm Community Section be set up under the auspices of
Mennonite Central Committee much
like Mennonite Disaster Service, with a
strong emphasis on local grassroots
initiative.
Conference participants approved the
recommendation and appointed a ninemember continuing committee to work
out the details and to keep the spirit of
the conference alive.
A findings committee presented a
"Mennonite Statement on Farming" to
summarize the concerns of the participants. It was approved after a lively,
good-humored discussion in which numerous changes were made.
The conference concluded with a cap-

Excerpts from findings committee report:
We hear a call for a return to community. We have become separated
from each other. We have lost the awareness of each other and mutual aid
is weak. We confess that we have become increasingly individualistic and
independent. We need to recognize the importance of cooperation and
mutual support. . . .
We have bought into the system much more than we think, and have
shortchanged our faith. We need to find our way back—we confess this!
We need to learn how to counteract the system which tells us farming
means we can exploit natural resources for selfish purposes. Farming is
rather a commitment to obedience, faith and simplicity. We have tended to
lose sight of the difference between ownership and stewardship. We understand that our Christian stewardship in the face of financial pressures and
family ownership desires present us with a serious challenge, but also an
opportunity. . . .
We affirm the family farm. As an institution, the family farm can best
ensure dispersed access to land, stewardship of natural resources, and an
equitable social structure in our rural communities. . . .
We need to recover the concept of the "pilgrim," the follower of Christ,
who will challenge the system and accept the sacrifice that may entail. We
need to become vulnerable and challenge each other. We need to develop a
long-range and a short-range view of farming and keep them in perspective. How do we deal with people in financial, emotional and spiritual
stress? Do we deal with them only after they have problems? We must learn
to affirm those who are experiencing stress. . . .
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tivating slide presentation by Mennonite writer-historian John Ruth on
"Arbeite und H o f f e " ( " W o r k and
Hope"). He told the story of Mennonite
farming through the ages and showed
how Mennonites have been usually successful and how they have a special attachment to farming as a way of life.
"We have always loved the soil," he said.
Steve Shenk (managing editor of Gospel
Herald), for
Meetinghouse.
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JANUARY
DAY
BOOK & CHAPTER
Definition Of Our Hope . . .
Hope
T • 1
1 Chron. 29:10-15
W • 2
Ezra 10:1-5
T D 3
Job 4:1-6
F • 4
Job 11:13-20
S • 5
Job 31:24-28
S • 6
Psalm 16:1-9
M • 7
Psalm 31:19-24
T • 8
Psalm 33:13-22
W • 9
Psalm 38:9-15
T D 10 Psalm 39:7-13
F • 11 Psalm 42:1-5
S • 12 Psalm 42:6-11
S • 13 Psalm 43:1-5
M • 14 Psalm 71 >1-6
T • 15 Psalm 71:14-24
W • 16 Psalm 78:1-8
T • 17 Psalm 119:113-120
F • 18 Psalm 119:145-152
S • 19 Psalm 119:161-168
S • 20 Psalm 130:1-8
M • 21 Psalm 131:1-3
T • 22 Psalm 146:1-10
W • 23 Psalm 147:1-11
T
• 24 Proverbs 10:27-32
F • 25 Proverbs 13:12-17
S • 26 Proverbs 23:9-18
S • 27 Proverbs 24:5-14
M • 28 Isaiah 8:11-17
T • 29 Jeremiah 17:1-8
W • 30 Jeremiah 17:9-17
T • 31 Jeremiah 29:1-11

FEBRUARY
DAY
F •
S •

s

M
T
W
T
F
S

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1
2
3

4

5
6
7
8
9

BOOK & CHAPTER
Jeremiah 31:10-17
Lam. 3:22-29
Acts 2:22-28
Acts 17:22-28
Acts 24:10-16
Acts 28:17-20
Romans 5:1-5
Romans 8:18-23
Romans 8:24-30

Used by permission of the National Association
of Evangelicals, Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60187.
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Farming issues as we heard
them in farm country
—
This is thefirst of a two-part series on
farm issues written by Wilmer Heisey,
after he and his wife Velma visitedfarm
communities in the United States in
November. The second article, which
will appear in the February issue, talks
of responses to the situation.
"The church is not taking the situation seriously. But farmers here are
experiencing financial pressures of catastrophic proportions. I think M C C
should investigate and respond to this
disaster as it does in other crisis situations around the world."
The caller was a Mennonite pastor in
Iowa. Saddened and worried by the
struggles of farmers in his area, and frustrated by the church's seeming insensitivity to the issue, he telephoned Mennonite Central Committee early last
spring. He had carefully and deliberately studied the current crisis in the
American farming community, and
spoke with as much authority as any
skilled investigative reporter.
M C C was slow to respond. Through
its 900 volunteers, placed throughout a
crisis-filled world, MCC is in touch with
more needs than we can respond to. But
the Iowa pastor's plea was compelling.
We decided to follow Jesus' pattern of
going out among the people to learn
firsthand about the problem. For over
two weeks in November my wife Velma
and I traveled by car through nine
Midwestern states, visiting farm people
and letting them describe across kitchen
and restaurant tables what the farm
problem is.
Cautiously, but honestly, our hosts
described many individual situations,
telling how the events of the past five
years have turned farming from that
modern miracle on magazine covers,
into a financial nightmare. Time and
again we heard stories of the advice they
received in the '70s from lending institutions and land grant colleges to enlarge
their operations.
Some observers have said to me that
farmers are suffering as a result of their
greed. Some farmers freely admit, "We
made some decisions that proved wrong.
We overextended ourselves and we got
caught!"

— — —
by J. Wilmer Heisey
Others say, "Yes, some of us got
caught up in a lifestyle that much of
American society has bought into." But
the total picture of the farmers' situation
goes far beyond those comments.
We concluded that the reputation for
dogged independence that belongs to
the American farmer is also reflected in
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ farm
communities. From the more communaltype patterns of some frontier settlements, time, space and opportunity to
expand have led many of our farm people into a brand of individualism that is
in contradiction to Pauline theology as
taught to the Corinthians.
Guts and raw courage became the
major themes—mutuality became only
a selective option on a limited basis. But
this description, too, is a caricature. One
continuing theme that ran through our
conversations was a deep Christian faith
commitment. Facing the most crushing
experiences of their lives, we heard wives
and husbands say, "We may lose this
family farm, but we won't lose our
faith." There was some despair, but
there was hope.
Who are the people involved in this
life and death struggle? They are of
Swiss-German and Russian Mennonite
stock—they are General Conference
Mennonites, Mennonites (MC), Mennonite Brethren, Brethren in Christ,
Beachy Amish and other constituent
groups. They are families—mom and
dad and two children. They are the local
banker and implement dealer. They are
the one son or daughter, recently married, who has decided to stay in farming
as a calling, with their parents' committing all their resources to make that
plunge.
They are pastors who have become
active partners in the sufferings of their
people. The "stripes" of the farm operator are a missing finger, or arm or a leg.
Their faces are windblown and chapped;
their hands calloused. Some of them
have a reputation for faulty judgment
and management lapses. Most of them
are of sterling character and good reputation.
Our visits confirmed the analysis that
farmers can be described in three groups:
Group I—those who entered the '80s
Evangelical Visitor

with little or manageable debt. They
have weathered the storm and are moderately prospering today; Group II—
those for whom the battle to remain in
agriculture is lost and who now are in
the process of liquidation; Group III—
those in the middle, in a desperate struggle for survival.
Some of them, with good counsel,
can get out of farming without total loss.
Some economists are saying that, as
always, the normal processes of economic reality are at work. But, to the
church, those realities are seen in a different light. The welfare of all our people
in each of the three groups is of genuine
concern.
This is a summary of what I heard
f r o m farmers in Iowa and South
Dakota:
Farmers have been a part of the
church through thick and thin
over the years. At each call for
new ministry, the church has solicited the farmers and they have
always responded, in varying degrees, with their children and resources. While their numbers have
dwindled in our local congregations, their participation in the
church has continued. The farmers
still believe that what God has
called us, the church, to do, we as
his people can accomplish, if we
work together. The church's resources are limited in comparison
to the need, but they are always
adequate for afaithful response in
the name of Christ.
That leads us to believe that the
church has enough wisdom, counsel and financial resources to respond to thefarming crisis as well.
The answers of the 1930s must
give way to answers for the '80s.
People in need who met Jesus
found that their healing began
with faith in his touch. Farmers
turn to the church in the same
way. Jesus touched those who
came to him saying, "I am willing." Will the church extend its
hand to farmers, and what will it
say?
Hope and courage have not died in
the barn or the kitchen—even though
rays of light are slow to appear.

Wilmer Heisey is executive secretary of
MCC U.S. He and Velma are members of
the Cross Roads Brethren in Christ Church
in Mt. Joy, Pa.
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Phfozb^s
One way to start a new year is to
reflect on what happened in the previous
year. This is a little like the way the
Israelites periodically reviewed the
"mighty acts of God" in their history; it
gives me a new perspective while making
me aware of how God has worked in my
life.
1)1 really appreciate the deeper friendships I've developed with several women
this year. These are women I've known
for 20 years and with whom I've talked
about many things—school, marriage,
children, work, etc. But within the past
year, we've gone beyond the superficial
everyday details of our lives and have
talked more about our feelings and the
things that concern us most. We've
allowed ourselves to be vulnerable with
each other—they know my weak points
as well as my strong points and the big
hurts of my life, and I know theirs. It's a
little scary to share the deep dark secrets
of one's life with another person because
there's always the risk of being misunderstood. But that hasn't happened; in
fact, I've found that more intense sharing strengthens a friendship and provides a continuing base on which to
build the relationship.
2) I'm also learning how to handle the
fact that my husband and I disagree
about some very basic things. We used
to try to bury our differences, to pretend
that they didn't exist, and above all to
avoid talking about them. But even
though it's easier at the moment to
withdraw from conflict, and it's frightening to bring up "forbidden" topics,
we're learning to be more open with
each other and to risk the honest expression of our feelings and opinions. The
disagreements are still there (and sometimes they loom very large in my mind),
but they don't negate all the other good
things about our relationship. We are
committed together to making our marriage work.
3) When I was growing up, I didn't
usually feel free to talk to my parents
about my frustrations at home or at
school or with my friends. Fortunately,
that same reticence to express feelings of
frustration and anger doesn't seem to
have been passed on to my children.
Both kids are pretty good at a wide
range of emotional responses—all the
way from expressions of love and affec-

Journal
tion to extreme anger at each other,
their parents, and the world in general! I
feel good about their ability to say what
they feel and I want to encourage them
to do that. Because I am now more able
to understand and accept my feelings, I
can more easily accept their feelings.
4) I like the variety in my life right
now. That seems like a crazy statement
to make, considering the way my head
spins sometimes when I try to keep track
of all my responsibilities as an at-home
wife and mother, while at the same time
I also pursue my own career and personal needs. In any given week I might
have to make a snack for one of the kids
to take to school, put together a Christmas program costume, accompany the
other child on a field trip, listen to and
empathize with the latest crisis at school
or on the job, lobby the school or
government for changes in policy, attend
committee meetings at church, meet two
or three of my own project deadlines at
work, and teach a Sunday school class.
My balancing act is often on the verge of
collapse; I feel pulled in several different
directions at once (to use another metaphor!), and I wonder whether I can cope
with everything. But, crazy as it seems, I
really don't think I'd want it any other
way.
The word "mutuality" has become an
important one in my vocabulary. It suggests relationships of give and take, and
of caring for and being cared for by
other people. Biblical ideas come to
mind when I think of "mutuality"—
ideas like "we love because he first loved
us," "carry each other's burdens," "no
one lives to herself alone," "submit to
one another," and "if one part suffers,
every part suffers with it; if one part is
honored, every part rejoices with it." My
most significant friendships, my marriage, my relationships with my children, and my efforts to mesh my own
needs with those around me all require
mutuality. I can care for, support, and
encourage others when I myself feel
cared for, supported and encouraged. I
am grateful for the lessons in mutuality
I've learned this year.

pbfoe.bc
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reader^

To be considered for publication,
letters must be signed
and should be 300 words or less.

Respond

Have dictionary,
will ratiocinate
I read with interest the letter with an
anonymous signature from a senior citizen of Messiah Village (October Visitor), complaining about the big words
in an article by Roger Sider in the September issue. I too am now a resident of
Messiah Village and I presume that may
put me into the senior citizen category as
well. I am appreciative of Dr. Sider's
article and especially for the words that I
may not understand. As a senior citizen
I want my mind to be stretched, my
understanding enlarged. The dictionary
is still a useful tool for that purpose. And

O r j e s ' t n y u s
Dear Paul,
As I travel among our people here in
the twentieth century, I have encountered a group in North America called
the Brethren in Christ. There are not
very many of them, but they are spread
out from California to Florida and from
Quebec to Alberta. Similarly, I understand that they are distributed sparsely
in various parts of the world. Frankly, I
am quite puzzled, Paul. Who are these
Brethren in Christ?
They claim to trace their roots to the
Anabaptist movement. That was the
radical wing of the Protestant Reformation. the Anabaptists were perhaps best

I am also willing to share my understanding of words I may have.
So let fellow resident "Anonymous"
have a chat with me and together we will
seek meanings so as to understand more
completely the challenge of the Gospel
today.
Arthur M. Climenhaga
582 Locust Lane
Mechanicsburg, Pa.
(Editor's note: The letter is Arthur's; the
headline is not.)
TV influence
We wake up to "Good Morning,
America." And "As the World Turns"

Onesimus,
everything

our faithful and dear brother,
that is happening
here.

"During the Days of our Lives," we
"Search for Tomorrow" looking for
"The Guiding Light." We "Leave it to
Beaver" to give the "Facts of Life" to
"All my Children" and they become
"Bewitched" looking for "Another
World," thinking about "Happy Days"
on the "Love Boat." With "One Life to
Live" they become "The Young and the
Restless." They come to "The Edge of
Night" and experience "The Secret
Storm" which lands them in "General
Hospital."
Jesse K. Oldham
New Cumberland, PA

who is one of you . . . will tell you
Colossians

known for their insistence that only
adult believers were eligible for baptism.
You may remember that numbers of
them were persecuted for this stance,
and some were even killed. The Anabaptists have also been known for their
opposition to violence—this has been
most apparent in their refusal to participate in war. Yet I understand that
among the Brethren in Christ are fellowships that permit admission to new
members who were baptized as infants
and do not ask that they be rebaptized.
Moreover, among many Brethren in
Christ churches, non-participation in
war has become optional.

4:9

The Brethren in Christ also trace their
origins to the pietistic revivals in America about 200 years ago. It seems that the
church was founded by Anabaptists
who were influenced by pietism. As you
know, the pietists insisted on a warm,
personal relationship between the believer and God. Nevertheless, observing
the worship of the Brethren in Christ
leads me to question their pietism. They
seem much more like observers of a performance than participants in the worship of Almighty God. Their successful
pastors entertain with jokes and stories,
their musicians use elaborate sound systems and contemporary lyrics, and what

Pontius' Puddle
HOW CAN I OUST
-SIT HERE WH\LE
THE WORLD HAS
SO MANY NEEDS?
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participation there is in worship focuses
around personal experiences and stories
of success. Actually, I see very little in
their worship that focuses one's attention on God.
These Brethren in Christ tell me that
about 100 years ago they were influenced by the Wesleyan Holiness movement in this country. This movement
stressed the need for holy living. But
many other groups have exalted a holy
life. What seems to have made this
movement unique was the insistence
upon a second definite work of grace,
subsequent to conversion. In the early
years, this experience was called sanctification; today, it is more likely to be
called the infilling of the Holy Spirit.
There does not seem, however, to be
much emphasis on this "second work"
today. The spokesmen among the Brethren in Christ today seem to play down
the importance of the "second work"
aspect of holiness, which it seems to me
is the uniqueness of the position.
Some among the Brethren in Christ
today insist that they are no longer
bound by tradition. These representatives would rather call themselves evangelical. They stress that it is more important to bring a person to Christ than to
the Brethren in Christ, but when I travel
among them, I do not find them leading
people to our Lord Jesus Christ. Most
of their new members are not new Christians, but transfers from other churches.
The irony is that, although their language stresses the conversion of sinners
to Christ, their practice is to convert
Christians to their Brethren in Christ
congregation.
Frankly, Paul, I am confused. The
Brethren in Christ do not seem to be
Anabaptists, Pietists, nor Wesleyans.
Neither do they seem to be evangelistic—a characteristic they seem to prize. I
am still troubled by the question: Who
are the Brethren in Christ? Perhaps this
question and others can be further considered in future correspondence.
Until next time,
Onesimus

With the beginning of a new year
comes a new writer for this column,
Onesimus III, as well as the revealing of
the identity of Onesimus II. A special
word of appreciation goes to the 1984
Onesimus—Dorcas Climenhaga, formerly of Nappanee and now sharing with
her husband David in the pastorate at
Cross Roads Memorial Church, Guelph,
Ontario, Canada.
January 1985

editorial

Keeping scoreboards in perspective
A computer programmer who works for a major league baseball team
was being interviewed on the two-hour morning news program. With
enthusiasm and delight she recounted the number of hours she spends
producing just a few moments of light and motion on the computerized,
animated home park scoreboard. Near the end of the interview, almost as an
afterthought, she rather pensively commented, "You know, I hope I can
keep scoreboards in perspective."
Although that network interview was televised several years ago, "keeping
scoreboards in perspective" keeps cropping up in my memory. Take, for
example, the Sunday I visited an out-of-state congregation. At one point in
the adult Sunday school class, the teacher fiddled around with a cassette
recorder, trying to locate and play two verses of narrated Scripture. Any one
of the 25 adults in the class could have read the passage with much less fuss
and with a more personal touch. Or consider the time I watched a pastor in
another church push a button and lo, the pulpit slowly descended into a pit
in the platform floor, thence to be covered by an automatic sliding door.
Sometimes it is tough to keep scoreboards in perspective.
But of course, I, too, have been affected by the technological revolution
Shirley Showalter writes about elsewhere in this issue. The editorial department may soon trade in our electric typewriters for word processing units.
(For some time, our typesetting has been done on computerized equipment.)
My 15-year-old son has a computer at home, and even I have had four
classes of computer instruction.
A number of our congregations have computers in their church offices,
and others probably should consider such equipment (although for some, it
would be a quantum leap; judging from church bulletins, a few of us haven't
come close yet to mastering the typewriter and mimeograph!).
Part of the value of this new technology may be seen, for example, in the
ease with which a computer can track attendance of church members. It can
even be programmed to generate a "personalized" letter to absentees, saying
"You have been missed by the folks at Church X." My concern, however, is
the sad irony of receiving a "You were missed" letter, but failing to experience love and acceptance when you do attend. For no computer can
generate the warm, human relationships which are absolutely essential if
people are to really have a sense of belonging to the fellowship of believers.
In the words of Jim Levitt, writing in the Evangelical Beacon on the value
of a computer in the small church, "Like the telephone or the typewriter, the
computer is no panacea. It cannot do the work God has assigned to his sons
and daughters. It is no substitute for prayer, commitment, evangelism, and
personal involvement in the lives of others."*
Computers and other technological innovations have the potential for
freeing up time for more caring and personal contact. Let's be careful that we
don't let them become our adult "toys," consuming so much of our time and
resources that the real work of God's kingdom suffers.
G
With great pleasure we welcome some 750 new subscribers to the Visitor
family. Most have been added as the following congregations recently
adopted an "every member" subscription plan: Air Hill (Pa.), Cedar Heights
(Pa.), Dallas Center (la.), Elizabethtown (Pa.), Fairview (Oh.), Kirkland
Lake (Ont.), Manor (Pa.), Mt. Zion (In.), New Guilford (Pa.), Oklahoma
City (Ok.), Phoneton (Oh.), Refton (Pa.), Uniontown (Pa.), Western Hills
(Oh.), Zion (Ks.).
These fifteen join several others already on an "every member" plan:
Pilgrim Chapel (N.Y.) and Pequea and Peace Light (Pa.). A few churches
have yet to report the results of their fall subscription campaign. We'll add to
the "honor roll" any which have decided to adopt the "every member" plan.
(Of course, it's never too late to start!)
*Nov. 15, 1983, p. 8-9.
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Lessons from a marantas plant
by Paula Zercher
Several years ago I had a lovely m a r a n t a s (praying hands) plant. It grew
with flourescent and natural light in a kitchen alcove where it flowered
endlessly. I prided myself o n its vigor and beauty until I noticed a small
c o t t o n y speck at the base of a leaf—a mealy bug? Calmly I t o o k a c o t t o n swab
dipped in r u b b i n g alcohol and eliminated the intruder, only to return later
a n d find several m o r e fuzzy white spots. F o r weeks I continued futile alcohol
treatments. The plant n o longer flowered. Leaves the size of the p a l m of my
h a n d turned b r o w n and powdery. Eventually I gave u p and tossed the
remains into the trash. The e m p t y container was taken to the basement.
S o o n after, I received a start of the same plant which I confidently placed in
the same choice spot. The plant refused to thrive. Leaves yellowed f r o m over
watering, then withered f r o m u n d e r watering. I fed the plant. I didn't feed the
plant. Nothing m a d e a difference. This plant had determined to die, and it did.
M o n t h s later I went d o w n to the b a s e m e n t f o r a flower pot. Startled, I saw
growing f r o m the discarded pot a tiny white leaf a t o p a 4" stem. There was n o
color in leaf or stem, so I couldn't identify the plant.
The a m o u n t of soil at the base was so small I could n o t discover the r o o t
system. I placed the plant in soil, set it in a n eastern window, and waited.
There was n o visible roots to water or feed. The stem was so thin I feared to
t o u c h it. D a y s later the plant turned pale yellow a n d weeks later pale green.
Although the leaf didn't seem to grow, at times I imagined the stem stronger.
One day, pigmentations of reddish green appeared in the solitary leaf, m a r k ing it a m a r a n t a s plant. Where it came f r o m I will never know. I never mix old
or diseased soil with fresh. Besides, there was n o visible piece of root f r o m
which it could have come. If it was a seed f r o m the flowers of the first plant,
h o w did the seed sprout in a b o n e dry teaspoon of discarded soil?
Sometimes we ask the wrong questions. We ask why o u r sincere efforts to
launch a church p r o g r a m fail. We wonder why well m e a n i n g conversations
are unsuccessful. We examine and cross-examine ourselves f o r hidden
flaws—reasons
why our church doesn't grow, why o u r lives seem unfruitful.
We try harder.
I d o n ' t think G o d is unappreciative of o u r questions and o u r efforts. He
loved David f o r wanting to build him a temple. It's simply that God already
has his seeds planted. While parts of o u r lives or o u r congregation are dying,
G o d is in the b a s e m e n t d o i n g his own cultivating. N o matter h o w small and
pale the sprout, we must be patient. Only G o d gives life, and like my little
plant (which n o w has 9 leaves), his purposes thrive.
Paula Zercher is a member of the Nappanee, Ind. congregation.

32 Evangelical Visitor

